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To the Right Honorable and 


moſt Noble Princes, Dukes, 

Viſcounts and Lords, Barons and Peers, of the 
Parliament of England; To with the other 
honorable Gentlemen, Knights and Burgeſſes, of 
the Houſe of Commons. þ 


Here ſhall need no other Apology for the erecting and 
thus dedicating this PILL AR of GRATITUDE, 
than that, which all Juſtice and Ingenuity do make, 
for the Archbi and Biſbops, with all the Orderly 
Clergy of the Church of England; Who muſt ceaſe to be 
Chriſtians and Men, Religious and Rational, juſt and inge- 
nuous, if we ſhould not be highly ſenfible, how much we are 


commanded, by all the Laws of Gratitude to God and Man, to 


„ in ſome publique and folemn manner, the humble 
ſenſe of our thankful Hearts, for that great Mercy, ſignal Ho- 
nor, and eminent Favor, which the Providence of God, 
by the Graciouſneſs of the Kings Majeity, by the Nobleneſs of 
the Houſe of Peers, and by the Generofity of the preſent Houſe 
of Commons, (yea, we hope, by the defire and conſent of all 
wiſe, ſober, and juſt men, in this Church and Kingdom) hath 
reſtored, as the other dignified Clergy to their reſpective Digni- 
ties , ſo us, the Archbiſbops and Biſhops not onely to the exer- 
ciſe of our Eccleſtaſtical Juriſdidion, but alſo to the ancient 
Honor (when his Majeſty hall pleaſe to call us) of fitting, 
conſulting, and voting in the Howſe of Peers ; Senatus, quo Sol 
anguftiorem in orbe non vidit ; as the moſt learned Biſhop An- 
drews writes in his Tortura Torti : A Court and Council, in its full 
and free Conſtitution, not to be exceeded, hardly equalled 
in all the World; for number, and for grandeur; for the 
conſpicuity of ite Wiſdom; for the majeſty of its Preſence ; 
and for the Emincncy, no leſs than Antiquity, of its Authori- 
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ty 5 Agreeable to that of Forteſcue, ci Sir Edward Coke 
in his Inſticuces, J. 4. c. 1. Si —— , eſt veruſt: ſums ; 
ſe Dignitatem, eſt honoratiſſima ; 2 diftionem, eſt capaciſſi ma. 

Nor do We the — 2 all our Brethren of the Cler- 
gy) more n, to our 
ſtation, after — — LOKDSHIPS 
ſafe Return, after twelve years Baniſhment, to the enj 
of your native Right, and bereditery Honor, of fitting in Par- 
liament, as Barons and Peers : And no leſs do we celebrate with 
joy the renewed priviledge of the free-born Commons of Eng- 
land, to fit and ſuffragate, in their honorable Houſe, by their 
choſen Depnties, the Knights and Burgeſſes, after they had for 
many years been 11 with Tumults, broken by Fadions, 
baitimadoed with Truncheons, and beaten with Swords ; in or- 
der (for{ooth) to preſerve the Liberty of the Subject, the Pri- 
viledges of Parliament, and the Reformed Religion. 

Above all (for in that one, all your Honors, all our 
civil Freedoms and temporal — are included) we of 
the Clergy, beyond all men, have cauſe anew to ſolemmize this 


Day, with (Felix, and 
— — — mph — joy — er to 


the Kingdoms H- 
the happy Return of his Sacxzev — to his rightful , 
as the Sus to his proper Orb or Sphere, after the | Over- 
throw of our late Phaetons ; Who, having ſet this Engliſh 
World on fire, and quenched the other two Britiſh Kingdoms 
of Scotland and Ireland with their blood, aſhes and ruines, had this 
onely honor for their Epitaph ( Magnis excidere aufis) That 
they juſtly tell from moſt audacions adventures, arrogant uſur- 
pations, and impudent impieties ; ſmitten, at length, as with the 
Conſcience of their own enormious wickedneſſes, ſowith the 
Thunder and Lightning, the terror and — of that 
divine vengeance, which, when they leaſt dreamed of, did won- 
destully overtake them; after they had a long time flattered 
themſelves in Providences ; and, by the deluſion of Succeſſes, 
had blaſphemed the moſt high, holy, and rightcous God, as if 
he were ſuch an one as themſelves; a lover of perhdy, perju- 
ry, and hypocrifte ; Which vengeance was alſo on the 2 
executed upon them, as by the loyal Prayers and pious In- 
patiences of all his Majeſties — Subjects, ſo chic fly by the 


boneſt 
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honeft Policies and prudent Conduct of one wile and valiant 
General, who (as Samſon ) caught thoſe ſubtile Foxes, and tied 
them tail to tail; but without any other firebrands, than them- 
ſelves 3 taking the crafty in their own devices, and pulling 
down the proud from their {cats of ſcorn and Tyranny : (May 
his beroick name be written in the Book of Life, as it is in that 
of worldly Honor, with an indeleble CharaQer ; becauſe he did 
not pervert to private ambirion(as others had fooliſply and falſly 
done) the rare opportunity of doing Actions of incomparable 

Loyalry to his Prince, and of Love to his Country.) 

Thole Scandals and Reproaches to all true Honor and Reli- 
gion, thoſe peſts and ſhame to all good Government, being 
once gone with Judas to their own places, after they had 
filled the three Kingdoms with blood, barbarity, and confuſion, 
and the meaſure ot their iniquity up to the brim, by a wanton 
ſuperfluity of folly and madneſs, wickedneſs and hypocriſie, 
at laſt this grand Theater of Wiſdom and Honor (the Parliament 
of England) was left free, for the joyful Reception of its 
ancient Inhabitants, King, Lords, and Commons, there to. fit 
with Freedom and Honor ; never again (we hope and pray) 
to be divided, {cattered, confounded and deſtroyed. 

Whoſe Piety and Juſtice not ſativtied with their own Return 
to this Throne of MajeSty, this ſanctuary of Religion, this ſeat of 
Honor, this Citadel of all | and ingenuous Liberties, are 
pleaſcd ſtill to expreſs a ſenſe of ſolitude, until they had com- 
pleated (More majorum) after the ancient patern of Engliſh 
Parliaments, their honorable ſociety with the Archbiſhops and 
Biſhops of England and Wales ; That ſo in this, as in all other in- 
ſtances of true Honot, they might not come ſhort of the Piety 
and Prudence of their noble AnceStors ; who thought, that a 
Parliament of England, without Biſbops, was as a City without 
a Temple, or as a Temple without an Altar, or as an Altar with- 
out a Sacrifice ; or as all theſe without a duly conſecrated 
Prieſt ; or as he and they too would be without the true Wor- 
ſhip of the true God. 

And thus have we lived to ſee, by merciful and miraculous Re- 
volations, a plenary Reflauration of the Majeſty, Honor, Piety, 
and Liberty of this ſo renowned Church and Kingdom; both 
in their grand Epitomes of Parliament and Convocation ; alſo 
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in their greater latitudes, or diſfuſions, to all Eſtates and de 
of — 2 to their juſt Concerns and Intereſi / to which, * 2 
or Religion, in Prudence or Conſcience, they can pretend 
Which are all bound up in the Kings gracious, free, and roya 
Conſent, _——_— joynt counſels and humble deferes of the 
Clergy 


Nobility, of the and of the Commonalty, unanimouſly re- 
preſented to him; as by the Lords Temporal and Commons, fo 


by the Lords Spiritual or Biſhops, now reſtored to their ancient 
Place and Honor in the Parliament of England. —_—_ ſignal 
Mercy of God never be forgotten by us ; may this happy Uni- 
on never be diſſolved among us: may this great Blefling never 
be forfcited by us.) 

An high honor indeed, yet, withal, a very beavy burden, put 
upon us Biſhops; not onely, as to the great Service and pub- 
lique Duty, which is on all hands e from us; tor 
that great account, which will be required of us, according to 
the Talents, Advantages, and Opportunities given us, to ſerve 
God, the M ing, and the Church:(to which not hing can ſufficiently 
enable us. but the ſame Grace and Favor, both divine and hu- 
mane, which hath thus prevented us:) But alſo, as to that envy, 
which muſt neceſlarily by this eminency be contracted, from all 
thoſe evil men , who have evil eyes, and evil wills and evil 
hearts, not onely againſt Biſhops and Epiſcopacy, but alſo a- 
gainſt the Peace and Proſperity of this K inedom, no leſs than a- 
gainſt the priſtine Renown and Flouriſhing of this Reformed 
Church of England; which was famous heretofore in all the 
Chriſtian World abroad, and no leſs reverenced at home, by 
ſovereign Princes, while its Dioceſan Biſhops 
were dignified with this publique and Parliamentary bonor ; 
Which is not like that fad Orurn Hours, a wn 
or gourd of Yeſterday, ſpringing out of O. F. and withering 
with R. C. but it began with the firſt Originals of Parliaments; 
and for many hundred of years continned, without any violent 
interruption, until theſe late Amtimonarchical and Antiepiſcopal 
Ehaſms and Concuſſrons, which ſhook Heaven and Earth; yea, 
and Hell it ſelf, to deſtroy both Kings and Biſbops, the King- 
dom and Church of EN GIA NHD. 

In which horrid conflifts of Innovation, Schiſm, Rebellion, 
and Confuſion, with our well reformed Church, our ancient 
g Laws, 


* 


—— ——— 
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Laws, our ſetled Religion, and our exceſlent Government, the 
tail of the Dragon ſtrove to caſt down to the earth many Stars of 
the higheſt Spheres, the greateſt magnitude, and divineſt influ- 
ence, in thi: Church and Kingdom : And among them the moſt 
reverend and learned Biſhops of this Church, even one and all, 
at one ſweeping Stroke; who (with their famous Predeceſſors ) 
for many Centuries of years, had both ſat in Parliaments,as Peers, 
and preſided in the Church as Prelates : that is, chief Fathers, 
Stewards, and Overſeers in Chriſts Family, or the Houſbold of 
Faith; Principal Governors or Preſidents in Eccleſiaſtical Ju- 
riſdiction: Prime Members in all Synode and Conwocations : 
The main C:i#terns and Conduits of holy Orders : The grand 
Conſervators of Miniſterial Power and Eccleſiaſtical Authority; 
very ample and able Defenders (under God and the Ning) of 
Religion, as Chriſtian and Reformed, in Truth and Faith, in 
Peace and Holineſs, in good Government, decent Order, and 
legal Uniformity. 

By which publique influences of their judicions Preaching, 
ſolid writing, ſober living, grave counſelling, and prudent go- 
verning (ſet off with ſuch eminent Honors, fair Revenxes, and 
due Authority, as they were by the munificence of Princes legal- 
ly veited in) the Biſbops of Exc Land have, by Cods bleſs- 
ing, been in all Ages (according to the analogy and capacity of 
Times ) as the faireſt, ſo the ſtrongeſt Pillars in this Churches 
Fabrick : Like the goodly Cedar beams and coftly ftones which 
were laid in Solomons Temple:like the fruitfulleſt Figtrees, Vines 
and Olives, planted in the Garden of God; flouriſhing and 
bearing fruits that were pleaſing to God and good men; until 
that wilde - fire came forth out of the thiftles and brambles of the 
Wildernets, which ſought to devour them root and branch, 
and with them all things civil and ſacred, 

Your valiant and noble Anceftors, not more honorable for 
their being Peers ot Members in Parliament, than for their be- 
ing generous Sons of the Church of Excrano, Patrons of Learn- 
ing and true Religion, Theſe were ever ſo impatient to carry 
on, or conclude any publique Counſels or Determinations that 

were not ſangninary (Des inconſulto) without firſt takin 
Counſel of God, by his Priefts, Prophets, and Seers, (as David 
and the beſt K ings of Judah were wont to do, in all great con- 


cerns, 
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cerns, Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, for War and Peace) that They 
thought nothing could be prudent, which was not pious; nor 
likely to be proſperous in the State, which did not correſpond 
with the Church. They eſteemed the Temple of Jeruſalem, and 
the Pricſts of the Lord, to be (as the Ark was, and the Bearers 
of it, in the midſt of the Camp) not onely the center, but the 
ſanfinary and glory of both Court, City, and Country: That, 
as the Body is without the Soul, ſo are publique Counſels 
and Tranſactions in Chriſtian States and Kingdoms, without 
due regard to God, his Miniſters, his Church, and true Re- 
ligion. | 

"With whole boly will, minde, and counſels, no men can, in 
any reaſon, be ſuppoſed to be better acquainted, or more fin- 
cercly conform to them, or more readily communicative of 
them, than grave and learned Driwines ; and among them thoſe 
venerable Biſheps and Fathers, to whom the Oracles of Cod, 
and Power Evangelical, are ſpecially commitred, as to Gods 
chicf Embaſſadors, Chrifts eminent Deputies, the Clergies princi- 
pal Truſtees, and. in ſome ſort, the whole Churches general Repre- 
ſentatives ; whole learned Gifts and Endowments are preſumed 
to be moſt matured by Age, ſubdued by Experience, ſanfified 
by Grace, and intirely devoted to the Service of God, the 
Church, the K ing, and their Country; upon whoſe reſpective 
Favors they wholly depend : To the Glory of the one, and the 
Welfare of the other, cannot, in prudence and conſcience, 
be leſs faithtully and conſtantly engaged, than any other men: 
And in whole Intereſts (doubtleſs) to are much more to be 
believed, than any of thoſe Democratick ſpirits, or Pragmatick 
Sticklers, among the Clergy or Laity ; who being of lets years, 
abilities, and experience, yea, and ly leſs contented, are 
apter to be cither covetouſly, or ambitiouſly, or enviouſly diſ- 
compoled ; and ſo more ſubject to toſs to and fro; to move 
from one fide to the other, as thoſe weary men do, who lie on 
bard beds : Eaſily, as we have ſeen, revolting from Kings and 
Biſbops to Presbyterian and Independent Projefis, to popular and 
Plebeian Adherencices ; yea, to Papal Arts and Ende: That by 
ſuch Complacencies they may advance their own Eſtate or Re- 
putation, though with the ruine of Monarchy and Epiſcopacy ; 
which are the great Deſenſatives and Bulwarks againſt Sedition 


and 
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and F aclion, againſt Anarchy and Confuſion. | 

How much the I. Mutinies of . ſome impetuous 
malecontents againſt Kings and Biſbops have been to the detri- 
ment and diſhonor both of this Church and Kingdom, the re- 
cent memory of your, and our late Troubles and Miſeries will 
_— — pow —_ and thoſe _ Gentlemen : 
As a juſt Hiitory of their Tragical Counſels and Tyrannical effets 
will for ever warn your — ay — — 
ty when they ſhall ſce the different, yea, deſtrudtive Fortunes of 
our Laws and Religion, of our Kings, Lordi, and Commons; of the 
ſober Clergy. & all degrees of honeſt men in theſe three Kingdoms, 
under an affected Novelty and Parity of Uſurping Presbyters, 
with ſome preſumptuous People, (whoſe dominion in Church 
or State, neither your Lordſhips, nor your Forefathers, ever 
knew in EN Gf, nor can ever bear) compared with that 
Paternal Government of learned, godly, and wenerable Biſbops, 
counlelled and aſſiſted by their reverend Brethren of the Cler- 

z in aweyendfcrnci ——— 
pily reſtored by his Majeſty ; as moſt conform to the Catbolicł 
Church ; ever approved by our Parliaments, eſtabliſhed by all 
our ancient Laws, and duly ſubordinate to our Kings, as So- 
wereign Lords ; who are owned by us Biſhops, and all the Or- 
thodox Clergy of Exc anp, to be, under God, the onely ſu- 
preme Diſpenſers of all Juridical or Executive Power in Church 
and State: No way ſubje& either to the Papel Triple Crown, 
orto the hundred Eyes of any Presbyterian Claſs, nor yet to the 
hundred Hands of any Independent Junto. 

By the Chriitian Care and Courage, Piety and Charity of 
which BH (next after, and ever ſince the ApeStles and Apo- 


ſtolique men) ChriStianity it ſelf was firſt planted in Britany, 


as in all other Countries; when the Crown of King Lucius, a- 
bove 1500. years ago (firſt of any King in all the World) did 
wear the Croſs, as the nobleſt Gem and higheſt Ornament of 
his Royal Diadem. 

Accordingly we read of our Britiſh Biſhops, preſent at anci- 
ent Councils; as that of Arles in France, where Reflitutus 
Biſhop of London, and Eboracus Biſhop of Tork fate : So in the 
Council of Arminium, about the year 350. as Sulpicius Seve- 
rus and others tell us. x 
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By a like Succeſſion of boly Biſbops, and their ſubordinate 
Clergy, was Chriſtian Religion, and its orderly Miniſtry, pre- 
ſerved in Wales, after many barbarous Invaſions and Perſecuti- 
ons kad almoſt deſolated thoſe firſt planted Churches of our 
Britany; as venerable Bede and Guildas the wiſe tell us. By 
godly Biſbops were the Saxons and Angles themſelves at length 
converted, both Kings and Subjects, to that Chriſtian Faith, 
which, as Saul, they formerly perſecuted, and made ſuch 
= -_otundM ;ſbops, as good Phy Chriſtian Rel 

By grave Biſbops, as g ians, was Chriſti igion 
in — — of Faith good Manners 2 
ſome degree of ſaving health and holy Order, amidſt the ma 
ny diſtempers, corrtptions, and deformities of thoſe dark times, 
which went before, and followed after the Norman Conqueſt, by 
reaſon of the Roman Superſtructurer, Uſurpations, and Apo- 

acies. 

By excellent Biſhops were the Decays of this Church, and 
Deformity of Religion (now above one hundred years paſt) 
duly repaired, and orderly reformed, from thoſe Romiſb Dregs 
of Superſtition, which had ſpread upon the face of theſe Weſtern 
Churches, and ſowred the SanGiry, as well as ſullied the Sere- 
nity of Chriſtian purity and ſimplicity , both in Faith and 
Manners. 

By worthy Biſbops was our Engliſh Liturgy fitly compoſed, 
our Bibles well tranſlated, our Retormation ſoberly compleat- 
ed, our Religion by Law and due Authority bly eſta- 
bliſhed ; yea, and at laſt, all was ſealed and — 2 by man 
of thoſe godly Biſbops bonds and baniſhments, by their Blood: 
and Martyrdoms. 

By our Engliſh Biſhops, how many rare Books have been writ- 
ten in all kinds of good Learning, and eſpecially in Divinity, 

ical, Polemical, and Practical? How hath the Orthodox 
Faith of the Reformed Church of Exc anp (yea, of the true 
Catholick Church) been, by our admirable Biſhops, and other 
Epiſcopal Divines, valiantly maintained, againſt all kinds of 
Heretical Novelties, and Schiſmatical Machinations, both for- 
reign and domeſtick ? They have neither feared Rome, nor 
flattered Geneva, nor courted Amfterdam ; ſecuring this Church, 
at once, apainſt all Papal Policies, Diſciplinarian Devices, and 
Popular Iinpoſturcs. How 
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How many great and good Works of pious Munificence , of 
durable Hoſþp1talty, and uſeful Charity to Colledges, Cathe- 
drals, and other Churches, to Free-Schools, to Hoſpitals, and 
Alms-Houſes, have by our Engliſh Biſbops been founded at 
their own Charges, and many more by their grave Counſels, 
and good Examples ? as our Exgliſb Hiſtories fully\inform us. 

By ſome of our learned Biſhops (as Anſelm, Bradwardine, 
and others) the Glory of Gods Grace was notably maintained 
againſt the Felagian pride and preſumption : So was the Liber- 
ty of this Church and Kingdom by the great head, and er 
heart, of Robert Biſhop of Lincoln, and others, againſt — 

| Arrogancy. 

By the loyal and reſolute Big of Carlile was the Sovereign- 
ty and Life of Richard the ſecond, King of ExnGiand, in open 
Parliament vindicated by Scripture, Law, and Reaſon, againſt 
the potent V/urpation of Henry the fourth. By a wiſe Biſhop 
of Ely was that Counſel firſt given, which united the two Roſes, 
and compoſed our long Civil Wars. Laſtly, by a worthy Biſbop 
was that foundation of Union laid in a Marriage witha Daugh- 
tet of Henry the ſeventh, which in time brought both King- 
doms of ENOGHAN D and ScorrtanD under one Scepter and 
Monarch, as they are at this day. 

I do not mention theſe (few of many) mitances of w 
and moſt deſerving Biſbops of the Church of END (for 
I omit Cranmer, Hooper, Ridley, Latimer, Matthews, Whitgnift, 
Bancroft, Jewel, Bilſon, Andrews, King, both the Abbots, Dave- 
nant, White, Morton, Babington,Carlton, Hall, and others) nor yet 
do I reckon up the many late great Sufferers, with much Chri- 
ſtian patience, courage, and conſtancy (ſome of whom remain 
to this day) I fay, I do not ſo mention thoſe former (as Imight 
with a particular emphaſis to each) nor yet theſe later Biſhops, 
as if I here meant to plead the merits of Biſbops or Epiſcopacy, 
either before God or Man; I know the beſt Biſhops were ſen- 
ſible, that they did but their Duty to God, their Kings, this 
Church, and their Country (of whom, as of Parents, none can 
merit, few requite them ; 3 Nor isit for meto blazon their wel- 
known worth by any pomp of words, when their greateſt worth 
conſiſted in their mode$ty and humility ; as their greateſt meris in 
their thinking they had none, though their Works do at once 

B praiſe 
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praife them in the gates, and follow them to Glory. ; 

Onely thus far I have, with equal truth and modeſty (yea, 

and withoue any offence, I hope )) touched upon the wel-known 
Deferts of ſome of our Enghſb Biſbops ; In the firſt place, to 
j Hiße this Honor and Favor, which his graciows Majetly, 

by the Advice of the Houſe of Peers, and the generous 
Piety of the Houfe of Commons, hath now done to us 
Biſhops and m VS, to all the Clergy; and in them, to this 
whole Church; and in this, to all Chriftendom; and in that, T 
to all the World : After the famous Examples of the firſt Chri- 
ſtian and Chriftian Senators of Rome, who aflumed 
the chict Biſhops of Churches in the Roman World, into the 
Order and Honor of the Senators or Nobles of the Empire, 
called Patricii z (hence Saint Patrick, Primate of IAE IAN, 
. — had his name, even from that Honor ; as the moſt learned Led 
1 | Primate Vſſber obſerves in his Antiquitates Hibernice ;) That 
14 all men might fee, what efteem and love they then had for the 
; Chriſtian Religion ; as, of all Religions, the beſt, and moſt de- 
ö ſerving of Mankinde : Alſo, what regard they had for the 
0 prime Preachers and Profeſſors of it; Among whom, none were 
1 thought more of double honor, than thoſe that ruled 
N 
N 


1 well, and labored alſo in the Word and Doctrine; as all true 
ff Biſhops ought to do, yea, all of them have ſo done, and ever 
| will, as God enables them: There being nothing fo defirable in 
the Office of a Brſbop, as the goodneſf of the Work ; which ſeeks 
not our own things, but the things *r Chriſt, and the pub- 
lique Welfare of the Church, over which God doth ſet them; 
that they may at once ſave their own Souls, and the Souls of them 
that bear them. 5 1 
Furthermore, my deſign, in this brief Commemoration of ex- 
2 ee cellent and deſerving Brfhops in the Church of Excr ap, is, 
a0 + God and to make it appear to his Majefty, to your Honors, and to all the 
Ha Church - Enghiſb World ( if there needed further demonſtrations than our 
late Miſeries)) How partial, how oppreſſive, how deſtructive to 
all good Learning, and generous Firty, in Church- men eſpeci- 
ally (many of whom, in former times, were Sons of noble and 
illuſtrious Families ;) How injurious alſo to God and Man, to 
Church and State, to Kings and Subjects, to true Religion and 
ſober Reformation, thoſe Popmlar Projeis are, have been, and 


| ever 
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ever will be ; which, with tumultuating Partiality, Plebeian Sor- 
didnels, and Mechanick, Importunity, (hall ſeek to deprive the 
publique Wiſdom and Counſel; of this Nation, of the light a d 
influence of thoſe greater Stars, or the guidance and defence of 
thoſe good Angels, ſuch as our Engliſh Biſbops have been, and 
ever ought to be, and, I hope, ever will be: Whoſe fatal Thruſt- 
ing, by head and ſhoulders, out of the Houſe of Peers, and 
more, out of the Houſe of God, this Church, was followed 
with ſuch Stygian Darkneſs, Helliſh Horror, and barbarous Con- 
fuſion, as caſt out both Commons, Lords, and Kings, from their 
Places, Seats and Thrones; ſupplying their and the Biſbops 
places with ſuch Aſſociates in the Houſe of Lords, as were worſe 
than any ſolitude. 

For, in ſtead of K ingly Majeſty fitting on the Throne, attend- 
ed with ancient and honorable Peers, Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, they brought into the Capitol, or ſacred Senate of this 
Britiſh Empire, many,that were not the Sons of noble blood, nor 
yet men of noble Education,or liberal Endowments;but I ms 
and Ohims , Vultures and Harpies , Satyres and unclean Beats ; 
who, how ever ſo impudently wicked, as to be aſhamed of no 
fin (no not of Sacriledge, Perjury, Rebellion, and Regicide ) 
yer were infinitely diſcountenanced, and bluſbed to ſee them- 
ſelves in that aug»ft, high, and honorable place; juſt as Owls and 
Bats got into an Eagles neſt ; ſome of them being ſuch pieces 
of mean Birth, of mechanick Breeding, and of monſtrous Inſo+ 
lency, as your ſelves and your forefathers might, without any 


unjuſt brow, have diſdained (as Job ſpeaks) to have ſer them | 


with the Dogs of your Flocks : So that the bringing in of Bi- 
ſbops again into your Houſe of Parliament, is, as it were, a new 
Conſecrating of it, after it had been ſo lewdly polluted, and hor- 
ridly profaned, by thoſe Abaddons and Apollyons. 

This Mercy of God, this Favor of his Majeſty, this Nobleneſs 
of the Peers, and this Generoſity of the Houſe of Commons, to 
the Biſbops of Encranvd, yea, to this Church and State, is 
the more welcom, remarkable, and miraculous, becauſe they 
come as a glorious Light after a moſt diſmal Darkneſs; as the 
great Calm followed the Storm that Chriſt rebuked ; as a fair 
Port, or firm Land, after much toſſing, tempeſt, and ſhipwrack ; 
as a gracious Rain after long Drought ; as the ſbadow of a gen 
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the other three Conſeſſors, 
Furnace, to be Governors of Provinces. 


For, all Eſtates and of worthy Men have 
ſuffered much in our late Tumult Tregedies, yet none more 
- than the — — gm 
— INONS at once of their Eſtates 
and Honors, of all {| — — ( except 


| Thele, as the 


nat only fall firſt themſelves to the 
ſtroke and bruile to others wholc 


all F erliamont ory, yea, and 

onely their utter undoing 3 firſt (ad Preſage or direful 
Owen of thoſe —— and confufions, which made 
havock of all thoſe ancient Laws and Conſtitutions, by which 
no leſe the Corowes of our —— — 
Kings, than the Mirres of our Biſhops, were ſetled. 

T his gp once wade by Tumultaating Importnnitics, Popular 
Threatnngs, and Fotitionary Terrers, much God knows againſt 
the Choice and Cenius of ; of his Love h of bleſſed memory, no 
leſe than againſt the ſenſe of the wiſeſt and ſobereſt, ant 
and beſt Ferſons of bath Houſes, and in the whole. Ki 
Good God! what Hligdes of Miſeries, what Storms of —+ 
what Deluges of Milchict, what Occans of Confuſion, follow- 
od in Churchand Stare ? The Tongues and Pens of ſome po- 
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Miniſters, who were womtonly wickgd and 2ealenſly cruel, 
ing once let looſe againſt their Church Governors the Biſbops, 
how were all things ſoon ſet on fire, even with the fire of Hell? 
1 — + and King- 
dom; being like ort everlaiting burnings, whi 
thing ee len fre of dv Mercy could thus 
ay, or quench. 

As no man did, (aid, wrote, and ſuffered more in the behalf 
— 6 this Church, than the beſt of Kings ; or with 
more Chriſtan, Heroick, and Martyrly Courage: So (next 
that Royal Martyr ) were theſe godly Confeſſors, the Biſhops, and 
other worthy Clergy-men, who a time ſtood in the breach, 
till there was no remedy ; but Sin 
them, and all Eſtates as a mighty Torrent ; In which many of 
them loſt more then all they had : for the contagien i 
calamities * — — — — and Ac- 
quaintance 3 the envy Enemies ſecking to ex- 
hauſt all their Relations, left there ſhould be any to relieve 

them with any thing but empey-handed pi 


I knew ſome Bi 


2 —— Ä 
tions: So did the incomparable rimats of Armagh. Bi 
Uſſher, and the moſt accompliſhed Bi oe Nor was 
the excellently learned and very aged Biſhop of Durham (Do- 
Gor Morton) far from being an Object of meer Charity: I am 
ſure, equal ſhame and grief (mixed with juſt indignation) af- 
re we pe. — ͥ Y — 
Cami ſb, and contemptuous age of ſome men to 
venerable Biſbop of Name, DoGor Hall 3 whoſe admired elo- 
quence and met kneſe was capable, like Orybeus his Harp, to have 
charmed all wilde Beaſts, except ( hipedes Luposr ) to · legged 
Wolves. I need not add to this the acurate r 
Prideaux, late Biſhop of Woreeiter ( werxs librorum hulluo) who 


having firſt, by indefatigable ſtudies, digeſted his excellent Li- 
— n r again to devour all his 
Books with bis Teeth; turning them, by a miraculous Faith and 

Patience, 


ana 
Fre 
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pity. 
ps, and thoſe of the firſt three (whom I. 71: former af, 
cannot mention without Honor, nor remember their Enemies ferũ g . FH 
Cruclty without Horror) who were in their old age reduced to 
live (in great part) as the Clergy did in Primitive Perſecntions - 
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Patience, into Bread for himſelf and his Children, to whom he 
leſt no Legacy, but pious — 4 Gods Bleſſing, and a Fathers 
Prayers, as a in his Loft Will and Teſtament. 

Bleſſed God ! Who will not learn, yea, covet to want, as well 
as to abound, from theſe great Examples ? which are capable 
to render Indigence it ſelf venerable, Poverty deſirable, and 
Affliction lovely? Since God never takes the good things of 
this World from ſo good men, but as an indulgent Father he 
intends to give them better ; Phyfick for a time, in ſtead 
of Food; as he did to Job: at laſt he repairs them with 
Pearls for Pebbles, and with eternal Treaſur:s for temporary 
traſh. | 

How juftly theſe Afflictions befel very worthy Biſhops, and 
other excellent Miniſters, then flouriſhing to a great number 
in the Church of Excranp, as from the Hand of God, their 
own Humility and Charity, their Paticnce and Silence com- 
mands me, neither to doubt nor diſpute : It befits us all, to give 
glory to God, to take ſhame to our ſelves, to ſay, it is of the 
Lords mercy that we are not utterly conſumed, that there is yet a 
Remnant that hath eſcaped. 

But how »njutly, as to the Hand of Man, all theſe burdens 
of diſgrace and indigence were caſt upon ſuch venerable Per- 
ſons in their old age and infirmity, I leave to the ſober and 
equanimous World to judge ; when much evil was, for man 
years, inflicted upon them all, and no malicious evil of f/; 
was ever proved apainſt one of ten of them : They were all 
condemned, but never tried; deprived of their Eccleſiaſtical 
Rights in Law, but not according to any known Law of God 
or Man: Their great offence was, that they did not think thene- 
ſelves wiſer than the Laws of the Land, and Canons of the 
Church; That they would not divide what God had joined 
together, Religion and Loyalty, to fear ©. x), and honor the M ing; 
That they choſe ſuffering rather than ſinning; That they were 
not willing to have themſelves, with all the C and the 
Gentry, the Nobility and the Majeſty of the Kings of Exc- 
LAND, forced to truckle under the Iron BedStead o Presbytery ; 
or to tremble under the Wooden Ferula of Ruling Lay-Elders, 
either Dependents or Independents ; whoſe inſolency was more 
intolerable, than that of an bandmaid which was become heir 
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to ber Mi, The unpardonable fin of thoſe Reverend F a 
thers was, that they choſe rather to obey Cod and the King, 

to known Laws, than to flatter or humor any Popu- 
lar F aSiron, how potent or prevalent ſoever ; ſtill eſteeming 
true picty ard virtue, in the midſt of adverſity, to be more ami- 
able, than the moſt Ipiety, or triumphant Hypocri- 
fie : As the three 1iznecent perions were leſs hurt by the Fire, 
than thoſe who caft them into the Furnace ; theſe were con- 
ſumed, the other nor ſinged. 

As no doubt thoſe great Sufferers,the Biſhops of this Church, 
willingly their Perfſermtors, and committed their Cauſe 
to Gods Phe „having no other care but this, not to ſuffer as 
evil doers, or as baſic bodies, or as perturbers of Church or 
State: So they now greatly regoyce in their paſt affiiftions ; not 
onely for the good which they and others may have gained by 
them, and for the graciows end which the Loxv hath (as we 
hope) now put to them; but alſo for thoſe great and glori- 
ous Advan which their former, many, long, and fore cala- 
wities do now give, to the conſprenity of his MajeSties 
coodneſi, to the ſplendor of your ps noble favors, and 
to the generofity of the Houſe of Commons : Thus, by a moſt 

| — —————— 
our K mdnefs to the dejetied Biſbops, to the oppreſſed Cler- 
gy, and to the almoſt d& Church of Exc ano, ſuitable 
to, and in ſome teſpect far exceeding, the priſtine Examples of 
his Majeſties Royal, your Lordfhips other Gentlemens 
loyal and religious Anceftors ; who were ſo far from caſting 
the Biſbops, or chief Pilots of the Church, over-board, that they 
never thought themſe lves ſafer from fbipwrack, than when 
they were embarqued in the ſame Ship with Saint Paul and his 


Your Lordſhips and the other worthy Gentlemen well know 
(as I touched) that Biſhops in England have ever been contem- 
porary with Parliaments time out of minde, as they have been 
in all Chriſtian Empires and K ingdoms, Germany, France, Spain, 
Sweden, Denmark, Hungary, and others, preſent and aſſiſtant 
in all their Diets and National Conventions : So that our for- 
mer Kings (according to their Coronation Oaths) and Parlia- 
ments (according to Law) did conſtantly indeed —__ Bi- 
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ſhops in thoſe ancient places and priviledges, Immunities and 
Honors, where they found them: But Y ou, the preſent Lords 
and Commons (concurrent with his Majeities Goodneſs) have the 
ſingular Glory and Happineſs to reſtore them to thoſe ancient 
Dignities, which they never forfeited, and ſo were never before 
deprived of; till their legal and deſerved Honor was become 
their Sin and Crime; till their good Manors made them guilty ; 
and their Revenues were counted their Delinquency : laſth, till 
their having of Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction was ground enough 
to deveſt them of all Authority, and the Church of all Or 
and Government. It is the fingular Honor of this compleat Par- 
liament, which fits, as it began, with all that fulneſs of Autho- 
rity and Liberty (which is the Life and ſoul, the crown and glory 
of ſuch auguſt Aſſemblies ) to repair thoſe breaches which were 
made by the free Votes (as it ſeems) of but a few Lords and Com- 
mons, compared to the integral numbers of either Houſe ; and 
that in very tumultuating, broken, and boifteronws Times : whoſe 
impetious and impetuous Fury would not be ſatiated or ſtayed, 
till they had deſtroyed in new ways of Judicature (withour any 
former preſident or future parallel, we hope) firſt a prime Conn- 
ſellor of State, next the chief Biſbop of this Church, and laſtly 
the beſt of Kings in the World : So fatal and unhappy it i ſor 
men, either to neglect Gods ends, or to vary from his means, to 
uſe the Devils engines for Gods edifice ; doing real evil, that 
imaginary good may come thereby. 

Indeed, the bleſſed God hath in the midſt of his Tudgements re- 
membred Mercy : HE, HE, hath commanded the Whales, which 
had devoured our Jonah (the Biſhops, and other dignified 
Clergy of England, withall their Cathedral Churches, Honors, 
and Revenues) to caſt them up again upon dry Land : He, He, 
hath ſent his good Angels, even the King, and his faithful Fore- 
runner (who are in this teſpect as Angels or Meſſengers of God) 
to ſtop thoſe Lions mouths, who thought they had us all alive 
between their Teeth ; breaking our bones, that they might 
more ſecurely eat our fleſh. 

He, he, hath ſtirred up the Heart of our gracious Sovereign, 
with this loyal Parliament (as he did the Hearts of Cyrus and 
Darius, Kings of the Eaſt) to turn the Captivity of the Church, 
of the Clergy, and of the Biſhops of England; to make our r- 
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ter end better than our beginning, no leſs for inward Grace! 
(which we hope and pray) than tor outward Mercies ; as he 
did to holy and patient Fob. 

Indeed the Mercy of God is ſo miraculous, and the Fa vor of 7h mercy & : 
King and Parliament is ſo remarkable tous, That many of thoſe 40 — 1447 
ambiguous friends to the Church of 3 to Biſkops, and Gore d 
to 2, who formerly ſtood, as Jobs miſerable Comforters, /eopacy - 

, amazed to (ce, that (amidſt Chriſtians, and Proteſtants, WW 
and zealous Pretenders to Reformation) ſuch eminent Learn- 
ing,ſuch powerful Eloquence, ſuch venerable Years,ſuch admi- 
rable Piety, ſuch oracular Prudence, ſuch ſplendid Virtues, ſuch 
uſeful Abilicics, and ſuch deſerved Honors, as were to be ſeen 
in the late Learned and Retormed Biſbops and Clergy of E x c- 
LaxD, ſhould be forced to embrace the Dunghil, to be tram- 
pled upon, terrified, (corned, and caſt out, as the off-ſconring of 
all things, by men ſome of them wiler than the earth; who 
certainly would not have uſed Chriſt and his Apoftle/ much bet- 
ter, had they appeared among them, ſuch as indeed they were, 
Biſhops or chief Paſtors and Shepherds of the Churches : Even 
thoſe dubious Spefiators of the late Trials and cruel Mockings, 
put upon the Biſbops and Clergy of Excr an, do now, many 
of them, turn their Amazement of Horror to an Extafie and 
ubile of Joy; while they ſee what a Wonderful Change God 

th made, — bones to live, giving beauty for 
aſbes, and the oyl of for the garment of Heavineſs ; te- 
buking at once the — of the Sea, and the madneſs of the 
People; which nothing but Omnipotent Goodneſs can tame, 
or ſet bounds unto, as he hath now done among us. 

Many of thoſe wary Chriſtians, and ſuperpolitick Profeſſors, 
who heretofore were afraid, leſt, by their compaſſionate and 
kinde Aſpect, they ſhould adopt the unjuſt Calamities of godly 
Biſhops, and other Worthy Church- men; Theſe (now) begin 
to look ſerenely, and without ſqinting, on the Epiſcopal — — ; 
they ſpeak reverently of, and kindly to, the venerable Bi 
and the other induStrious Epiſcopal Clergy 3; They behave 
themſelves with filial ReſpeSts to their Mother the Church of 
Exot, {peaking comfortably to her, and telling her, 
That her Warfare is accompliſhed; aſſuting us Biſhops, and all 
other Worthy Miniſters of the Church, That our Troubles are 

GC finiſbed, 
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finifbed, if our Hearts be refined, our Luſts mortified, our Paſ- 
ſions conquered, and our Lives amended ; That the former 
Terrors, Afflictions, and ſad Deſolations, fhall be requited 
with double Honor, if we all unanimouſly return with double 
Dilicezce to do our Duties to God and Man; That thoſe vaſt 
Ruines, which Schiſm, Sacriledpe, Rebellion, and other cry- 
ing fins have made, ſhall be abundantly repaired , by the 
Juſtice, Piety, and Munificence of the King, the Parliament, 
and People of ENGLAND who have lived to fee all the 
Vert and Marks of Angels of Light, now quite taken off 
from the Faces of thoſe Sant; who, under the clamors of 
violent Non-conformity, and under the colours of Hlegal, un- 
reaſonable, and deforming Keformations, are found the greateſt 
Adverſaries to Law and Juſtice, to true Reaſon and ſober Re- 
ligion, to neceſſary Order and good Government, which are 
the ſolid Foundations and onely Pillars of publique Peace, 
of ſober and laſting Reformation. 

God himſelf (I tay) hath at laſt pleaded, by the ſcaſonable 
Intervention of the King and Parliament, the Cauſe of this 
Church, againſt all its cruel Calumniators . Adver- 
ſaries, whoſe late ſacrilegi i | rel. 
fions, and — en —— the root of ſcru- 

or ſullen, or ſcandalous Non conformity to the Laus: 

At length they all neſtled themſelves under the popular Shadow, 

or in the ſpreading Branches of an Anti-epiſcopal, novel, ille- 

al and Headleſs Presbytery : At laſt they brought forth thoſe 

Liter fruits and ſowre Grapes, which ſet all our teeth on edge, by 

the Anarchy and Confuſion, the Waſte and Ruine, of this 
Church and Kingdom. 

This Koyal Mum and Favor of his preſent Majeſty is, 
by the former Infolenciesand Calamities that befel this Church 
and Clergy, as by ſo many black foils and dark ſbadows, the 
more ſet of, to be (as indeed it is) fo great, ſo unwonted, ſo 
wonderful, ſo kingly, ſo chriſtian, ſo divine, ſo proportionable 
(in this point) for gratitude and mnnificence, to Gods exttaor- 
dinary Providences, oft preſerving, and at laſt reſtoring his 
Majeſty to his Kingdoms ; That no inſtance in any Age or Hi- 
ſtory can parallel it, nor can any thing be ſaid worthy of it, but 
this : It is an act of magnificent Piety, worthy of ſuch a King 
and 
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and the Sor of ſuch a Father; The Father choſe to loſe all 
his Crowns, Eſtate, and Lite, rather than rob God and the 
Church : The Son, when God had reſtored all to him, as to 
our lawful Ceſar, takes care to reſtore all to God that is his and 
his Churches. 

Give me leave to take a more leaſurely and exaci wiew of his 
Majeſties Bounty and Juſtice to the Church and Clergy of 
ExGcLaxp; For its Dimenſions, like thoſe of the Pyramids 
and Coloſſes (which were among the Wonders of the World) 
merit more than a tranſient Aſpect. 

When his Majeſtics own Koyal Eftate, by long Vſurpation 
and Baniſhment, had been wholly detained from him, and much 
exhauſted ; when he was now under the neceſſity of many and 

cat Expences, publique and private, for the Payment of his 
Royal Navy, and for the Disbanding'ot his Armies (now His, 
by a moſt happy Revolt, and loyal ApoStacy ; ) When He had 
Power, as He pleaſcd, to recruit his Eſtate, and to reſtore the 
Majeſty of his Kingdoms; When not more his own, than his 
Friends Exigencies pteſſed him (as ſbarp hunger doth mighty 
Eagles, or Lions, to fall upon any prey that comes next to 
hand) When there wanted not ſome back Friends to the 
Church of ExgLaxn, who wrapping up Sacriledge (like 
Goliab's Sword in the linen cloth ) in the ſoft covering and ſhew 
of Loyalty, were ready enough to make a Royal Preſent to 
his Majcſty of Jahn Baptiſts Head in a Silver Charger, perſwa- 
ding him to fill higExchequer by robbing the Church. 

When his Marr d Father and Family, his own Perſon and 
the Crown of Exorany, had ſuffered fo much, upon no ac- 
count more, than that of their Chriſtian Piety and Juſtice, Cou- 
rage and Conſtancy, to defend, as nurſing Fathers, the Church 
and Clergy of Excraxy, intheir juſt Rights, Endowments 
and Enjoyments : When there was indeed ſuch a grateful 
Compenſation due to his Majeſty and the Crown of ENGLAND, 
as was almoſt capable to Chriſten even Sacriledge it felt, and 
to waſh,to ſome degree of Whiteneſs, that Borberites, or Black: 
more, about which ſome have ſpent ſo much labor in vain. 

Yet then, even then, after ſo many merits of the Royal Fa- 
mily, both active and paſſive, toward the Church and Clergy of 
ExcianD, amidſt ſuch ſtreights and exigents of his Perſon, 
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Family, Relations, Crowns and Kingdoms ; How hath his Ma- 
zeſty, by a moſt Princely Picty, abhorred to make neceſſity any 
plea or excuſe for Sacriledge ? He had rather ſtill bunger (with 
David and his Men) than take the Shew-bread of Houſe, 
without the Prieſts conſent and free gift : He choſe rather ſtill 
to want, than to be ſupplied out of Gods Exchequer, or the 
Churches Treaſury, by any ſactilegious Kapine , or other fine 
Projefis of the Devil; which more than once did offer to his 
Majeſty a Sacrifice out of their Rapine, and a burm-offering out 
of their Church-Robbery, even a Preſent of frve bundred thou- 
ſand Pounds, to confirm the late illegal Sales of Church Lands 
for ninety nine Years; and yet (that you may ſee what good 
Bargains they had) the Purchaſers mean while to pay the old 
Rents to the Biſbops and Clergy : But his Majeſty abhorred to 
taſte of any fruit which tame from ſo evil, bitter, and accurſed 
a root as Sacriledge. 

Thus, thus, hath kis Majeſty. of his own pious and Princely 
Diſpoſition (conform to his Fathers Chriſtian Reſolution, and 
encouraged by your Lordſhips and other noble Perſons high 
Comprobation of his ſo juſt and boly Reſtitution to God and the 
Church) kept his Perſon and Conſcience, his Name and Fami- 
ly, his Crown and Kingdom, unſpotted from this great offence, 
from this giantly and impudent fin of Sacriledge, which at once 
fights againſt God and Man; againſt the Charity of the dead, 
and the Equity of the living; robbing God and Man, while it 
pretends to reform Religion; juſt as thoſe Cheats, who pick 
Mens Pockets, or cut Mens Purſes, while they ſmile in their 
Faces. 

To the Wonder of the Chriſtian World, and to his Majc- 
ſties eternal Honor (as a Son worthy, in this glory, of ſuch a glo- 
rious Father) do we owe the plenary Reſtitution, full Collation, 
and free Fruition of the Churches Dignities, Honors, and Re- 
venues, which are ſeldom r ade, when once alienated by 
any way from the Church, ( Veſtigia nulla retrorſum : ) It is a 
rare fight to ſee Reſtitution made, but as welcom certainly to 
God, good Angels, and good Men, as the Return of a true 
Penitent, ſuch as Zacbeus, whole Repentance was evidenced 
by his Reſtirution of what he had unjuſtly gotten. 

To his Royal Bounty (next under God) we Biſhops are ob- 
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liged for our Spiritnalties and Temporalties ; That we are, at 
the Honorable Motion and Defire of the Houſes of Parliament, 
admitted again to put on the Robes of Biſbops ancient Honors ; 
and enabled to fir (when his Majeſty pleaſeth to ſummon us) 
in that place, which is the Palace of Wiſdom, the Source and 
Center of all our Laws and Civil Juſtice : That we may there 
appear among your Lordſhips, not pilled and ſtripped of our 
Churches remaining Patrimonies ; not confined to arbitrary 
Penſions and uncertain Stipends ; which Elcemoſynary Depend- 
ances are weak and narrow foundations of Epiſcopal Honor, 
yea, and of any Miniſterial Dignity or — (nothing 
being more uncomely and inconſiſtent, than teaching and beg- 
ging, than craving and reproving ; as the Cynick, Philoſ, — 
were wont to make themſelves riaicnlouſly ſevere, and ſuper- 
cilious Beggars.) But we are reſtored (in ſolidum & ex 5 
the full and free Poſſeſſion of the Churches ancient Patrimony, 
and Inheritance, which is Gods Portion : And this in a way ſo far 
from any Simonaical CompaZt,that the very thought of ſo ſordid 
a way of Merchandiz.ing, TI am confident, never preſumed to 
knock at the Door of his Majeſties Royal Breſt or Heart. 

Thus, thus, hath our great and gracious King (as thoſe famous 
Eaſtern Emperors) not onely commanded to rebuild the Temple 
of the Lord , but to reſtore the Veſſels, and what elſe belonged 
to the Sancinary; Thus hath our David redeemed out of the 
jaw of the Lyon and paw of the Bear that Kid and Lamb which 
they had raviſhed from Chriſts Fold, from this Church, yea, 
from Chrift himſelf, the great Biſhop and Shepherd of our Souls; 
to whom we owe our ſelves and all that we have; to whoſe 
Service and Honour no grateful Conſecrations and pious Retri- 
butions can be too much, or can ſeem ſo to any men, but to Ju- 
daſſes, covetous traitors, and ingrateful wretches. Doubtleſs ſo 
great a juſtice and ſo generous a charity cannot go unrewarded 
of God, as it will be eternally admired by all good men and 
true Chriſtians : The ſhewing ſo great mercy to the poor 
Church and Clergy of ENGLAND, which is indeed done to 
Chriſt, will be a means to cover many infirmities,and to lengthen 
(we hope and pray) the Tranquility of the King and his K ing- 
domes : Nor can any loyal Subjects let that King want what is 
neceſſary for the publick Peace, and comely for his — 
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who hath ſo large an heart and fo liberal hand toward God and 
his Church. 

We have (Right Honourable and Worthy Senators)nothing 
ſo much to ſay in this Eſſay of Gratitude to God, to the Kings 
Majeſty, and to Your Selves, as to be abruptly ſilent, and to 
ſtand ſtill a while filled with admiration and aftonrſbment: What 
King or Emperour ſince Conſtantine the Great, and Charles the 
Great (I mean the laſt, who laid down his Lite for the Liberties 
of his Church and Kingdoms ) ever did the like act of Honour, 
Piety, Charity, Juſtice, and Munificence to the Biſbops, to the 
Clergie, to the whole Church, and (if I may fo lay) to God 
himſelf! to whom nothing can be given but of his own Manz- 
ficence ; as David modeſtly and truely expreſſeth his and the 
Princes liberality to the Temple. Thus to redeem the Nobili- 
ty, Gentry, Clergy, and whole Nation, from that ugly fin and 
ſhame of ſacriledge, wherewith ſome cruel and coverous men, 
by their violent illegal and unreaſonable coutſes, had ſought 
to engage, yca, and for ever to damme (as much as in them lay) 
you — your poſterity : Other Kings and Princes of this Re- 
nowned Kingdome, as allo many pions Lords and Gentlemen, 
have conſecrated many things to God and his Church; but his 
preſent Majeſty hath at once reſtored all ; thereby ſhewing him» 
ſelf ro be both Charles le bon, & le grand; A great and good 
Chriſtian King. 

If I; or We (forl ſtill preſume to ſet forth the grateful and 
ſimilary ſenſe of my Reverend Fathers and Brethren the Arch- 
biſbops, Biſhops, and other Worthy Clergy-men) if, I ſay, We 
may with your patience ſpeak any more, or indeed were able to 
ſay any thing ſuitable to this ſo rare, ſo religious, and fo tranſ- 
cendent a ſubject, his Majeſties free and ſpeedy reſtoring to the 
Biſhops and other Church-men their ancient Honours, Dignitics, 
and Revenues, by your Lordſhips advice and aſſent, with the 
Honourable Houſe of Commons, It muſt be in the words of the 
Plalmiſt , Quid retribuemus Domino , Yea, Dominis What 
ſhall We, the Biſhops and Clergy of Exc: ano, return to 
the Lon D our God; and to our Lord the King; and to your 
Lordſhips, and to the Gentry of England, or the Houſe of the 
Commons now aſſembled in Parliament? 

Give me leave to tell your Lordſhips, and thoſe other Gen- 
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tlemen, not what we would fay, but what we would do; Iam 
fare we thould do, yea, and we reſolve to do, if we may be aſ- 
fiſted with Gods graces, and favoured with your Chriſtian 
Prayers. 
1. Firſt, As to God, We do wholly dewote our (elves, and all 


the advantages we have by his rexewed mercies, to advance his 
Glory, and the Honour of our Bleſſed Saviour, in the faithful 
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diſcharge of our duties to the Service of this Church, by £/zrgt - 


preaching, praying, writing, living, and governing (our ſelves 
we mean, no leſ than others) fo as becomes Primitive and 
Apoſtolick, Biſhops; fo as is on all hands highly deſerved of us, 
and juſtly expected from us, according to our places and abili- 
ties. 

As it will be eaſier for us at the great day of account to have 
wanted theſe honourable Priviledges than to have abuſed them; 
ſo we had much rather not enjoy them at all, than not have 
hearts to uſe them aright, as prime Profeſſors and Patterns of 
Chriſtianity ; that is, Followers of Jeſus Chrift and his bleſſed 
Aposiles, in all Piety, Prudence, Sanciuuy, Charity, Sincerity. It 
argued ſome of mind in ſome of our Biſhops, for 
theſe many years to have lived contentedly without theſe tem- 
poral and ſeculat advantages, not to have ſunk and deſponded 
under ſo long and impbrtune adverſities; but it will be more 
of Chriſtian Magnanimity to enjoy them wiſely and worthily, 
to overcome the temptation of proſperity, to uſe them not to 
pride and luxury, but to humble and holy induſtry ; to difcreer 
hoſpitality, to cheerful charity; to the good of the Church, and 
to Gods glory; who hath promiſed to honour thoſe that honour 
him, and to adde all theſe things to thoſe that firſt ſeek his 
K ingdome and the righteouſneſs thereof: Doubtleſs nothing 
will be wanting to us, if we be not wanting to God, his 
Church, our — our Brethren of the Clergy, who are 
ſober men , void of depraved opinions, and debauched 

ces. 

Secondly, In reference to his gracious Majeſty our reſoluti- 
ons are, That none of his Sabjeds ſhall more imirate, and (if 
your Lordſhips give us leave) cheerfully emulate your and their 
Loyalty, Love and Fidelity to his Majeſties ſafety, peace, and 
happine(s temporal and eternal, than we his Biſhops, who of all 


men 
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men may leaſt be traytors to his Honour, Conſcience, or Soul; 
who having dealt ſo bountifully with us, cannot but expe from 
us thoſe boneſt and faithful things which are moſt worthy of his 
Muniticence and our Integrity; So as may moſt conduce to his 
Majeſties welfare and the publick peace. The firſt we ſhould 
baſely betray, together wich our own Souls, if we ſhould ceaſe 
on to pray for his Majeſties if we ſhould fail to 
h the whole truth of God to him and his Subjects; Laſt- 
= if we ſhould ſerve, ſooth, or ſilentiy flatter any own fin in 
our ſelves, or any whatſoever ; and leaſt of all in thoſe, 
whoſe (ins muſt needs be as — conſpicuous and exemplary, 
ſo moſt contagious and 
The ſecon & publick pe) we ſhall beſt ſerve and ſecure 
by well and wilely ordering (as Spiritual Captains and Colonels 
of the — Militia 52 Army of Miniſters, or great 
company of Preachers in England and 1 which cannot be 
leſs then ten thouſand men effefirve ; whoſe number is great, 
and their influence with their abiivicy much greater, being mu- 
ſtred and in ſpiritual armes at leaſt once every weck; where 
getting upon the higher ground, and being as in Chriſts ſtead, 
they cannot but have a very ſtroke on mens (and wore on 
womens ears, hearts, and p Theſe had need be well diſci- 
plined and governed = Chriſt, — his Majeſty, according to 
Gods Word, the Laws of this Kingdom, and the Conſtitutions 
of this Church z; which muſt be their and all our rules, by which 
they and we muſt ſerve God and the King; as with truth and 
holineſs, ſo with decency, order, and uniformity : Neither excen- 
trick nor erratick ſrom our proper Spheres, nor yet deſective 
or deformedin them: The managing of which great Concern 
being by his Majefty and the Laws committed to us Bi- 
ſhops, it will be moſt our ſin and ſbame to be wanting in our 
dury ; It any man blame us for doing what is lawful and juſt, 
yea neceſſary for the publick peace, they muſt withal blame the 
Laws, and by a moſt egregious folly think themſelves wiſer than 
the publick wiſdom , the Laws and Laws-makers ; in which 
their own conlent is hana b and from which no man may 
lightly be a R 
Thirdly, As to — — no men ſhall more ſtudy 
eternal happineſs, the only 


(ufficient 


„ 
„* 


— F u W- 


(25) 

ſufficient requital of your meritorious love and favour to us 3 
who have accepted, yea reſtored us Biſhops to be Partakers of 
your honour, Auditors of your wildom, and SpeSators of your 
nobleſt Converſation, in that place where every one ſtudies to 
put on the beſt appearance; We and our Succeſſors muſt for 
ever be faithful Counſellors, Friends and Servantsto your Lord- 
ſhips and your Noble Poſterity ; who poſſibly will bear from 
our age, place and quality, with greater patience, civility, and 
acceptance, than from other Miniſters, thoſe diſcreet monitions, 
ſeaſonable intimations, and wholſome connſels , which may be 
ſometimes moſt neceſſary for you and them: It will always 
beſt become us rather to offend you by telling you the truth in 
a decent manner, than to betray you to thoſe ſinful infirmities or 

(ſions which are your greateſt enemies, next to your flatterers. 

No men ſhall be more aſhamed than we, to fee our ſelves ſit 
in Parliament (that is, in the Congregation of Princes, or mortal 
Gods) if we ſhould not behave our Fives in all reſpects anſwer- 
able to your I7uſtrious Society, and to your great merits towards 
us As we are below the ObjeSts of your Lordſbips Envy, ſo we 
will ſtudy to be above (that is, not to deſerve, and ſo not to 
fcar ) your anger; Nor ſhall you either love victue, or your 
own ſoule, ot your God and Saviour, if you either hate or deſpiſe 
us, who intend (by Gods help) to perfect that in our ſelves and 
all others (as far as our good counſel, — and lawful au- 
thority will extend) which ſome men have fo long, ſo lowdly, 
and ſo in vain pretended to in point of true Reformation both 
private and publick ; Not in fine fancies, ſuperficial formalities, 
and popular waporings, but in ſolidly great, and really good 
ations, in which the power of godline/s doth conſiſt; being of- 
fended at no mens ſinful deformities and defedis, either perſonal 
or political, more than our own : What is wanting in any of us 
28 to bigh blood and extraction, as to Civil Grandeur and 3 
ſhall (by Gods help) be made up in that modeſt wiſdom, ſober 
learning, hearty loyalty, and unfeigned Religion, which may 
moſt coumerpoiſe your other accompl:ſbments, by which we con- 
feſs your Lordſhips much overzeigh us: Indeed nothing can 
buoy up Epiſcopacy, or recover the true honcur of the Church of 


ExcLaxp to a fixation, fo much as the primitive great and 


good examples of Biſhops and the Epiſcopal Clergy 3 as the ex- 
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cellently Learned and Pious Doctor Hammond now dying de- 
clared his j t ; when leaving the world and all his juſtly 
deſerved preferments on earth, he eft us a moſt rate and imita- 
ble example of very great abilities ſet forth with greater indu- 
ſtry, and moſt ſ& off with greateſt humility. 

If we can but live above thoſe diminations, which ſet us he- 
low our ſelves, our holy calling, his Majeſties favour, and your 
bonourable Society, we ſhall be nothing concerned in thoſe other 
petty and plebeian objeftions, which the pride or envy of ſome 
mechanick ſpirit are prone to make againſt our perſons or pro- 
feſſion, ſince our Originals (bleſſed be God) were as honeſt 
and unſpotted as any mens, though not ſo noble and illnſtrions ; 
Our education hath been ſtudious and ingenious, though not ſo 
ample and conſpicuous; Our converſation though more ob- 
ſcure and in the ſhade, yet not vain, not vicious, nor (it may be) 
ſo ſun-burnt and tann'das others: We have from our youth been 
devoted and trained up to Gods glory; to His Majeſties and the 
Churches ſervice, by ſuch pious, trugal, and learned retirements, 
as moſt redeemed us from thole luxuries and ſuperfluitics to 
which others are expoſed : We humbly and willingly owne, 
contrary to the waponr of that great Orator, (Onmia noftra incre- 
menta ( non nobis, ſed) Deo, Regi, Senatui debemns ;) All our ad- 
vancements, not to our ſelves (as he (aid) but to Gods mercy, the 
K ings bounty, your Lordſbips and our Countries favour. 

Indeed our fingle perſons, families, relations, repurations, 
cſtates or merits, are too {mall and narrow a Baſis or bottom upon 
which to erc and ſettle this great Pyramide, Pillar, or Obelish 
of publick, or Parliamentary Honour ; which in all true proporti- 
ons is to be founded upon his Majeſties and your juſt xc, for 
Gods glory, for the honour of our Saviour, for this Churches 
welfare, and for the ancient dignity of Epiſcopacy : As our pri- 
vate comfort can only be fixed, fo this publick honour muſt 
chiefly be aſcribed to and placed upon the Latitude of his Maje- 
flies wiſdom. and the ſanctity of your vertnes ; upon the ac- 
count of the love you have to tre Religion, and the eſteem you 
bear to good Learning ; alſo upon your care of this Churches 
flouriſhing, together with this Kingdoms peace : To theſe great 
and good ends we are willingly made publick Servants; to 
theſe ſome of us have ſacrificed all our former happy tranquility 
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and ſweet rctiredneſs,rather than be wanting to that duty which 
| was not calmly required, but importunely exacted from us; when 
more than once ſeriouſſy deprecating the burthen of this em- 
ployment, ue were ablolutely commanded to obedience, rather 
than icem to withdraw our ſhoulders from the burthen; which 
no man will envy, but he whole ignorant ambition leaſt under- 
| ſtands it, and is leaſt capable, as of the ſacred duty, ſo of the ne- 
ceſſary policy and reaſon of Epiſcopacy in England. i 
It is moſt certain that we cannot be without a King (as the How ferm Br" 
Cappadocians pleaded to the Romanes when they offered them art capable v 
their popular liberty) in 1 and not be very miſerable; ſtrue 4? pudl 
which we have lately felt: Nor can our Kings want wiſe Coun- e 
i ſellours ol State, any more than Pilots can their Card or Compaſs; 
\ Nor can theſe well want the counſel and afliſtance of learned 
| and religious Church-men , grave and reverend Biſhops, any 
more than the Mariners Compaſs can be without the Magnetick, 
Needle or Director; and this upon a double reaſon : Firſt, 
worthy Biſhops are the firteſt perſons, not only to repreſs the 
falliry, ſcandal, and immorality of Miniſters evil dofiraes and 
lives, (which are as ſtinking carrion or dead horſes in the high 
way, the poyſon and abhorrence of all paflengers ; public.e pe- 
ftes Ecileſi,e & Reipublice , the moſt infecting and killing 
plagues to K and Conntrey :) But alſo they ſerve to reſtrain 
and bridle the wwlgar petulancy and popular rudeneſs of ſome 
fattions Preachers tongues;which ate ſometimes, as the hearts and 
cenſcrs of Korah, Dat han, and Abiram, full of ſtrange fire; or 
as Sheba's trumpet ſounding faction and ſedition; then moſt of 
all when they would ſcem moſt zealors in their Sermons and 
Prayers; infuſing poyſon into wine, the better to diffuſe the 
venome of I know not what novell and fanciful Inventions of 
their own 3 feſtring thole (cratches which they firſt make, and 
then would ſcem to lick them whole; ſometimes wenoming 
even ſound parts by their very faſting ſpittle: So over-clamonr- 
ing for truth and bolinefs, (which all good Biſhops and Presby- 
ters deſire more ſobetly than themſelves,) that they are deaf to 
peace and order, to obedience and ſubjection, to law and go- 
vernment, which none but tools or knaves will oppoſe : Cer- 
tainly no men are ſo fit to encounter the fraud and folly of 
theſe deceitful workers, and to confute the popular Sophiſtry 
D 2 of 
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of theſe crafty and crazy Miniſters, as grave, learned, wiſe, and 
godly Biſbops, who, paſt the froth of juvenile fancies and popular 
I flaſhes, know what beſt befirs ſolid preaching, ſober praying, holy 
living, and diſcreet governing. 

Beſides this, pious and prudent Biſhops are of all men living 
the fitteſt perſons gently to attemper with Chriſtian wiſdome, 
meckneſs and — thoſe vehemencies, rigors, animoſi- 
ties and ſeverities, to which the height of mens over-boyling 
paſſions and rougher ſpirits are prone to raiſe the ſecular poli- 
cies, counſels and reſolutions of thole who are moſt exalted 
with worldly honour t, and leavened with opulent Eftates : Many 
times great Princes, and Perſons of Eminent Honours do not 
more want than welcome thoſe calm counſels and gentle miti- 
gations which Biſhops and other Eccleſiaſtical perſons ſeaſonably 
and wiſely ſuggeſt to them; as David did the prudent and hum- 
ble iuterceſſios of Abigail, when ſhe gently diſarmed him, and 
all his angry Sonldrers, diverting them from that exorbitant and 
cruel revenge to which a military ſierceneſs and juſt diſdain of 
Nabal's Ingratitude and Indignity had tranſported him and 
them: Or as Theodoſins the Emperonr did kindly and thankful- 
ly entertain the religious and relolute, but reſpeSiive reproof of 
S* Ambroſe, Biſhop of Millain, whom he reverenced as a Father, 
and highly commended for that his freedom and fidelity to him; 
which he (aid beſt became the Biſhops or Prelates of the Church 
of Chriſt, who are ſo to fear God, as not to flatter any man. 

I | The great work of your Lordſhips Honour and Wiſdom 
Tie profer (with the Honourable Houſe of Commons) properly is, to ſee, 

care of __ | . | | 
Tj Leges Angle temere mutentur : Ne Coron.e MajeStas minuatur: 
1 %%, Ne wirtmir deſit honoris premium : That the good old Laws, 
He fler 9% Cuſtomes, and Conſtitutions of Englazd be not lightly chang- 
| ed: That the Majeity of the King and Kingdom be not dimi- 
niſhed ; (for in uno Ceſare res eft publica, we can have no Com- 
mon weal, but common woe, if we have not a King clothed with 
that ſacred and inviolable Majeity which is neceſſary for the 
publick welfare and ſafety :) Laſtly, It is among your Lord/bips 
and the Parliaments nobleſt cares and defigns, That no deſerv- 
ing vertue or ingenuous faculty,which ſerves the publick welfare, 
ſhould deſpair of publick rewards ; and leaſt of all, learned Pi- 
ety, or the moſt noble and ſacred Study of Divinity, which is as 
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the Sun or the greater light, the author of that day, which 

wes on our Souls, to hem ws the way to beaven and eternity ; 
whereas all other arts and (ſciences are but as the Moon and 
Stars to guide us in the momentary affairs of this world, which 
is but the twilight ſtate of a Chriſtian : Leſt while the judici- 
ous Lawyers honeſt skill and commendable practice in our 
Common or Civil Laus; or while the diſcreet our of good 
Souldiers ; or the wholeſome ſtudy of Phyſick ; or meer riches 
by any honeſt trade accumulate; while, I ſay, any, or all theſe 
are admitted, not only to knock at the door, but alſo to enter 
into the porch, yea and to repoſe themſelves in the Temple of 
Honour, only the Learning and Religion of the Clergy, the de- 
ſert and induStry of Divines, who are the great Studiers and 
Interpreters of Gods Law , the faithful diſpenſers of heavenly 
things 3 theſe, I ſay, ſhould, to the ſhame and reproach of this 
Church and Kingdom, be excluded from all temporal rewards 
and Honorary Enconragements : Aſter the method of the Apo- 
ſtate Fulians envy and mockery, who ſaid, the rewards of the 
world to come might ſerve their turns, when he took from the 
Chriſtian Orthodox Biſhops and Clergy thole large donations, 
immunities and dignities which Conſtantine the great and other 
godly Emperonrs had cndowed them and the Church of Chriſt 
withal. 

The Juſtice and Nobleneſsof this Parliament hath ſufficiently 
ſhewed to all the world how far your Honenrs are from the 
Schiſm and Sacriledge of cither depriving this Church and 
Kingdom of Biſhops, (which it enjoyed in all ages ſince it was 
Chriſtian;)or of Henying Biſbops thoſe Honours which the pie- 
ty of your Progenitors was more ambitions to conter on them, 
than they were to receive them : The modeſt humility of an- 
cient Biſhops ( when moſt worthy ) thought themſelves (as we 
have cauſe to do) leſs worthy of ſuch high honsur, walking (as 
Ammianus Marcellian tells us) with grave ſteps, modeſt looks, 
and mortified behaviour: But the generous piety of this, as 
other Chriſtian Nations,thought,that they then honoured God 
and their Saviour Feſus Chriſt, when (as Cornelius to & Peter) 
they expteſſed their high reſpet and honour to the Biſhops of 
the Church as to ſpiritual Fathers; whoſe paternal benedr&ion 
and peace in Chriſts Name as they oft deſired with great dewo- 
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tion and reſpe& , ſo they ever judged Epiſcopal Preſidency and 
Authority to be moſt ſuitable to the plethorick and ſturdy tem- 
per of the people of England, whoſe high ſpirits abhorre all 
leveling, and are as impatient to be governed by their equalls 
or inferiours, as water 15 to be kept within its own bounds. 

And even now the wiſdom of your Lordſbips and the Ho- 
nourable Houſe of Commons , concurrent with bis Majefties 
goodneſs in the reſtitution of Epiſcopacy and Biſhops to their 
priſtine honour and Jurisdiftion, muſt not in any reaſon be look- 
ed upon by us, or any wiſe men, as any partiality of favour to ſo 
few, and to ſo inconſiderable perſons as we ate; No, doubtleſs 
your great and publick deſigns are in order to promote Gods 
glory; to advance his Majeſties ſervice, and to ſecure moſt ct- 
teQually the peace of Church and State, by adorning them 
with ſuch Biſhops, and theſe with ſuch authority as is moſt con- 
ſonant to our ancient Laws and Conſtitutions, to Catbolick 
and Primitive Patterns, to the ApoStolick, that is Chriſts, Inſti- 
tution; and to the I ord of God who is the God of Order; 
Beſides,moſt agreeable to the true Principles and thoſe neceſla- 
ry proportions which muſt be obſerved in all polirical order, 
and publick government, for ſuperiority and ſubordination ; 
all which are only to be perfectly ſeen, uſed and enjoyed in this 
Epiſcopal Eminency or Autoritatide Preſidency. 

That ſo the Church of Exc: axD may ſtill enjoy (as it hath, 
by Gods bleſſing, cqual with any Church in any age ſince the 
Apoſtles dayes) Its Ignatiuſſes, Its Polycarps, Its Polycrateſſes, Its 
Irenenſſes,lts Cyprians, Its Ambroſes, Its Auſtins, Its Chry/oſtomes, 
Its Epiphaniuſſes, Its Baſils, Its Gregories ; That is, an holy ſuc- 
ceſſion of Evangelical Biſhops of the ſame ſpirits and proporti- 
ons with thole eldet and our later ones, for learning, piety, pru- 
dence, cloquence, induſtry, courage and conſtancy in the true 
faith of ſeſus Chriſt : Tha neither the Romaniſts on one ſide 
may quarrel with, nor the Schiſmaticks on the other ſide invade 
and proſtrate the honour of the Church of Exc.any, upon 
the oſt( but in vain) objected account of Schiſmatical interrupt- 
ing or intercluding the Apo$tolick, ſucceſſion of Biſbops ; and 
therein varying, in point of Epiſcopacy, from it ſelf as much 
as from all ancient and Catholick Churches: to the infinite 
icandal of all good Chriſtiant and learned men, both at home 


and 
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and abroad; Many of whom do doubt 2 (and upon greater 
grounds than moſt of thoſe vulgar ſcruples with which many 
e themſelves to fight againſt, and ſcratch at leaſt, the 
Church of England) of the real validity of all Minifterial pow- 
er and Eccleſiaſtical Authority ; and ſo of all myſterious diſpen- 
ſations, and ſacramental Conſecrations where Biſhops arc want- 
ing, not by anavoidable neceſſity, which is its own Apology, but 
by a Presbyterian petulaucy, Schiſmatical Envy, and Democrati- 
cal Inſolency ; which is ſo ambitious to ordain and rule in com- 
mon, that it giddily runs upon the rocks of Anarchy aud Con- 
n. 
Although we and all the ſoberly learned world muſt high- #7iſco ay 
ly commend his Majeſties Piety and Wiſdom, together with ei 
is Parliaments, for their reſtoring Catholick Epiſcopacy, and — 22 
that the great ſupport of this Churches and Kingdoms * 
ace : And although we do juſtly eſteem the honour and fa- 
our by God and man herein conferred on us; yet we ſo much 
referre the publick good before any perſonal enjoyments or 
rivate intcreſts, as freely to declare to your Lordſhips and all 
the Engliſh world, That we are ſo little devoted to the meer 
Honour or Profit of our places, and fee ſo little cauſe to be 
greatly delighted in this burthen full of buſineſs, envy and in- 
unity, That if any men ot other Principles, or any other 
Forms of Church-Government, according to their ſeveral new 
models and inventions, (which as Childrens Babies are almoſt as 
ſoon broken and defaced as they are made and adorned,) be 
able to do this Church and K ingdome better ſervice than the 
Epilcopal Order, Preſidency, and Authority with which we 
are now inveſted; Or if the wiſdom of his Majeſty and his 
two Houſes of Parliament by any good experience have ever 
found them (and accordingly ſhould judge them) more pro- 
per to attain His MajeSties and Tour great deſigns for Gods glo- 
ry, and the common good, in Gods Name let theſe new Ma- 
ſters and their new Models take our places, and ſharc our Bi- 
ſhopricks once again among them: Let them by ſome new 
and better experunents of their art and office expiate the for- 
mer prodigies of their rude actions and deſpetate eſſays, which 
had almoſt deſtroyed all that was ſacred and civil among us: 
Let not our perſonal and private Concerns be put into the Ba- 
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Lance againſt the publick intereſt; We willingly recede, we diſ- 
robe, we degrade our ſelves , we will (as far as we can by 
the ancient Canons of the Church) ſubmit to thoſe new Pres- 
byterian and Independent Projects and Projeftors, if his Majeſty 
upon due advice with his Parliament ſhall diſcern them to have 
a better Call from God and man, better kill or will to do Gods 
work, and the Kings ſervice in reference to the publick wel- 
fare; if there be any thing in them more conform to Gods 
Word, to principles of right reaſon, to perfect rules of Politie, 
to the neceſſary grounds of Government, to the harmony of 
good order, to the univerſal practice of the Church of Chriſt, to 
the ancient Laws of this K ingdom, or to the temper and conſti- 
tution of the Engliſh people : All which are highly and juſtly 
prejudiced — any novelty,and wholly conformed to Epiſco- 
pal Antiquity ; Unanimouſly confirming his Majeſties and this 
Parliaments Wiſdom, in re-eſtabliſhing of that to which no 
new form is to be compared, much le(s preferred. 

Your Lordſips and all the Engliſh world have already tryed 
for ſome years (tull ſore againſt the wills of the moſt and beſt 
men) what the rigid Presbyterian or Aerian deſigns are; what 
the plebcian prafiices of ſome Miniſters and people ate; You 
have found and felt of what metal thoſe new Matters and their 
Lay-Elders are; who, as Acephalifts or Polycephalifts, herdlef8 
or many-beaded creatures affect to rule all, firſt without B/H, 
next without Kings , at length without Parliaments, at laſt 
without people, by a meer ſtratocracy of Military Myrmydons 
or Mamelukes; when indeed they are in all their forms and fi- 

ures found not more unfit for government, than moſt unwelcome 
— that notion) to the Commons, Gentry, and Nobility of 
England; beſides, moſt unſafe for this or any Monarchy, and 
wholly inconſiStent with this Churches National Unity ; which 
(as S* Jerome obſerves) will ſoon run into as many Schiſms as 
there are Pariſhes and Preachers; Out of the fpawne of Schiſm 
ſedition will ſoon riſe ; and out of thoſe egges ſuch Crocodiles 
will grow, as will ſwallow up Kings and Kingdomes. 

Not that any men more highly eſteem ſober Presbyters or good 
Miniſters, yea and other Church-Officersfuch as the Law hath ap- 
pointed, in a due ſubordination to and orderly conjundſion with 
Biſhops, than we do; We ſhall ever adviſe with them as with 
friends, 
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friends, tender them as ſons, and love them as brethren : But 
we cannot allow, nor can either the King or people of Eng- 
land brar that malipertneſs of Antiepiſcopal — wh which 
hath of late, like Reuben, by a moſt inordinate Luft, aſcended to 
its Fathers b-d, and agaiaſt all Law, uſurped all Epiſcopal Au- 
thority in O-dination, Cenſures, and Turiediftions ; Whole 
ſtrength, we ſee, was ſoon powred out like water, not to be 
gathered ug; expoſing, as it ſelf to contempt, ſo the whole 
Church to confuſion. 

Antiepiſcopal or Headleſs Presbytery had indeed at firſt ſuch 
a great belly or tympany in ſome mens high pretenſions and 


Pre/iytrry; 
firs breeany 


rare expectations, as it it would bring forth ec 1, Magnum 


Jeu incrementum, (ome prodigie of piety; (Fam noa proge- 
nies cœlo demittitur alto) (ome rare and heavenly off: ſpring was 
coming; No leſs than Chriſts Kingdom, Throne, Scepter and 
Diſcipline was voted, reſolved and expected: It was further 
attended, when it drew neer the time of its travel and all our 
pains, with a ſtrange and new Nurſe-keeper, the Solemm League 
and Covenant, ſent for ſo many hundred miles out of Scotland; 
which brougkt with it ſuck ſwadling clothes as were thought 
fitter for that luſty babe than all the ſacred bands of Baptiſm 
and Confirmation;(which Leaguer bands certainly could bind 
no man that is in his wits beyond or againſt his duty to God, 
the King, this Church, and his Country, any more than the 
green withes could bind Sampſon to his hurt.) 


For fcar of miſcarrying in the birth (for its Dam had bard 


labour) it had the help of a Man-midwife, who looked like a: 


Mabometan , a military and armed hand; a means never uſed 
(God knows) in the true Church of Chriſt, or in the Con- 
cerns of his Kingdom, which is not of this world, nor after its 
gladiatory methods ; the Goſpel being firſt planted by Fiſher- 
men, and watered by the blood of its prime Preachers and 
Profeſſors : Yet after all this Parado Presbytery proved a kind of 
untimely bicth,a moſt «nbleſt abortive; and although it was not 
ftill-born, but cryed aloud for a while with a ſtrong and terri- 
ble voice, yet it was by a merciful providence (as Monſters 
commonly ate) ſhort-lived, ſucking blood inſtead of milk for 
its infant nouriſhment : Neither the Engliſh foil, nor air, nor 
geny was for this upſtart , 1 preſumptuons Presbytery, 
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which inſtead of the venerable pray head of primitive and pa- 
ternal Epiſcopacy, had got a new long tail of popular ruling 
Lay-Elders 5 but it ſoon Lave up the Ghoſt, and being never 
Chriſtned, for it naturally abhorred Creed, Ten C mmandment;, 
and Lords Prayer, it was over-laid (as was thought) and almoſt 
ſmothered to death by its Puny Independency ; that is, the aurſe 
was oppteſſed by its murſling, by a fate as new and unheard of 
as it (elf was in England. 

This ſtripling allo (even Independency\ was another by-blow 


of Church-Government, anew but illegicimate brood, beyor en 


between fancy and ſaction, (chiſm and rebellion, ſeeking to re- 
duce Church-Government from it ( toga vuriſ is )manly, magiſtra- 
tick , and politick Conſtitution, betitting well- grown, great 
and National Churches, to its hanging ſleeves or ſwadling 
clouts again. 

But theſc two ſparions Progentes, having neither lawful fa- 
ther nor honeſt mother , neither the advice of a National Synod, 
nor any Royal Aſſent, and fo neither Civil nor Ecclefiattical 
Authority to naturalize or entranchiſe them, while they were 
both cagerly conſpiring and fiercely ſtrugling againſt Legal 
and Catbolick Epiſcopacy , they made a ſbiſt to ſtrangle-each 
other; both pretending to be the eldeſt ton, the very Eſa, 
the only and primitive Church-Government, of Cluiſts Inftini- 
on, his entire Scepter and Diſcipline, neither of them was by 
wiſe men believed to be fo, ſince both could not be fo : And 
to be (ure, neither the one nor the other was ever known or 
uſed in this or any true Church of Chriſt tor fiftetn hundred 
years after Chriſt, unleſs all the Hitories and Examples of 
the Church have conſpired to deceive us and themſelves, 
which none but Jews and Turks can imagine. 

The firſt of theſe ( Presbytery ) had a redder face, rongber 
hands, longer nails, and a voice, like Eſax : The ſe- 
cond of In „(that is Church, Democracy, or common 
peoples EccleſeaStical Politie, firſt pretending to crown Chriſt 
as a King, and then really to mock and cruciſie him, parting 
his garments =_— them , breaking his bones, and nayling 
him to the croſs Dependence , as the root of all Mi- 
niſterial Authority and Maintenance, which is indeed bur a 
dry tree and dead trunk :) This, I ſay, was at firſt ſarootber 
inn d 
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inn d and ſoſter voiced, like Jacob; but it ſoon ſupplanted 
by notable diſguiſes and vulgar infinuations its elder brother 
and its angry rival Presbytery. 

At laſt( Poſt varios caſws, poſt tot diſcrimina rerum) after ſe- T ht Reſarred: 
veral riſques and hazardrun by Church and State, the Divine ie ARA : 
Juſtice and Mercy to this Church and Kingdom decided the J. ,, le 
controverſie between theſe dividers and deſtroyers, opening a 
door for the happy return of ancient Monarchy to its juſt Fu- 
premacy in Church and State; alſo of venerable Epiſcopacy to 
its priſtine Office and Eccletiaſtical Authority, loyally ſubor- 
dinate to the Crown of the King, according to Law, and reli- 
giouſly ſervient to the Church of Chriſt, according to his holy 
Goſpel. 

In which ancient and excellent Government if any thing be 
found, in the decurrence ol time, or degeneracy of men and 
manners, inconvenient to the publick welfare, cither as to its 
conſtitution or execution, we humbly crave of his Majeſties 
goodneſs and this Parliaments wiſdom, that both we and it 
may be ſo reformed and regulated in all points, not by Tu- 
mult and Armies, but Parliamentary Counſels, as may be moſt 
conforme to Scriprural rules, primitive ends and utes, ſo far 
as the preſent times and manners of men will beſt bear; which 
conceſlion is ſufficient to appeale the gripes and wamblings of 
any, who cither could rake, or would keep their Covenant with 

any ſhew of good conſcience, that is, 7 d by Reaſon, Law, 
and Scriptures, the ſpeedieſt and eaſieſt way of reforming Go- 
vernment lying in good Governours: For we are not ſo 
ftraight-laced in point of Epiſcopacy, as to think it may not ad- 
mit prudent regulations and variations yet ſo as the main ſpi- 
ritual power and Eccleftaſtical Order be preſerved and impro- 
ved, according to the primitive pattern and Catholick cuſtom 
of the Church, which is ſacred, and ought to be imwiolable, 
unleſs inſuperable impediments give a temporary diſpenſation ; 
rather ſubmitting to providence than changing the principle, 
or ſubverting the order, ſo divinely conſtituted, fo univerſally 
cſtabliſhed, and ſo highly bleſſed. , 

But if a right Evangelical Epiſcopacy , ſuch as for the main 
cvet hath been in the Church of Chriſt, and now is according L 


to Law re-cſtabliſhed in Ex iA, ſuch as we are moſt am- 
E 2 bitious 
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birious to adorn and exerciſe ; if this be found (as no doubt 
it will) moſt conſonant to right reaſon, to all rules and 
grounds of true politie; to the juſt proportions of good Or- 
der and meaſures of Government ; yea, tothe ancient models 
and methods of Church-Government , which are ſet forth 
God himſelf in the Old Teſtament among the Jewi Prieff. 
hood , and by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the New T 
mong his 12 Apoſtles, with the 70 Diſciplery and theſe fol- 
lowed as divine or originals by the Catholick Church 
ever ſince the Apoſtles dayes, as all Fathers, Councils, and Hi- 
ſtories of the Church do evidently aſſure us: O let not (we 
beſcech you) this ancient, fruitful, goodly and venerable Ce- 
dar of Eprſcopacy be blaſted or baffled, or blown down by the 
profane breath of ſome popular Preachers, or by the fury of 
giddy, heady and ignorant people; Let not its ample bonghs 
be broken, its uſetul bark pilled, or its far extended roots 
be extirpated by the petulancy and rudeneſs of any unruly and 
inſolent ſpirits, ſince in its leaves, ſbadow, and fruits, there 
hath been and ſtill is ſo great a bleſſing for this Church and 
Kingdom; as is evident in theſe neceſſary Offices. 

Firſt, for holy Ordination, or conferring of duc and un- 
doubtedly compleat Miniſterial power, ſuch as is derived 
from Chriſt ſent by his Father; and from the Apoſtles ſent by 
Chriſt. Secondly, for _—_— or ſolemn benediftion of 
the Cathecumens, who im their Infancy were baptized ; that 
when come to years of diſcretion, and well inſtructed in Chri- 
ſtian Principles, they may — Sn upon, perſonally 
owne, and ſolemnly atlume upon their conſciences the keepi 
of their Baptiſmal Vow,that only ſacred Covenant, which is ful. 
ficient for any honeſt Chriſtian. Thirdly, for the duc exa- 
mination, detection, reptehenſion, and ſuppreſſion of Errors, 
Hereſies, and Schiſms in the Church of Chriſt. Fourthly, for 
the autoritative reproof and reformation of Immorality, Idle- 
neſs, Faftion, and Diſorder the Clergy and other Chri- 
ſtians. Fifthly, for the encouraging and preſerving of truth, 
peace, holinels, and order all under their care and in- 
ſpection: All which good works are to be done by ſuch Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Monitions and Cenſures, as are by Chriſt, by the 
Church, and by the Kings Authority committed to them, as 
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Biſhops or Church-Magiſtrares, furniſhed with ſpiritual, Ec« 
cleſiaſtical and Legal Power. Laſtly, for the giving more 
eminent, remarkable, and autoritative examples in all Chriſti- 
my and vertues, proportionable to their places, eſtates, 

dignities ; for the encouragement of piety, and diſ- 
countenancing of profaneneſs: The weight and emphaſis of 
examples conſiſting moſt in the eminency of the perſon, and 
dignity of his place, which make them as Dominical Letters, 
or Capital Figures, of greater note, name and influence. 

Theſe fo peculiar duties, proper offices and uſes of Bi. 
ſbops (as Church-men) may very well ſeem , I dare not ſay 
below your Lord/hips eminent dignity, (ſince Gods glory and 
Chriſts honour are ſtamped upon the Miniters o* the 
Church, but) leſs ſuitable ro your many ſecular Employ- 
ment»; And I am ſure they are (for the moſt part) much a- 
bove moſt Lay-mens abilities; as they were ever judged by 
the Church of Chriſt above the ordinary capacities of meer 
Presbyters, or inferiour Miniſters, who have indeed the fame 
Prazariaes $ iinrias, Miniſterial or Liturgical power and authority as 
to dofirine, conſecration , devotion , hial ou and 
direttion, derived to them by and from the reſpettive Bi- 
ſhops : But not the ſame worevier 2 , political, ordine- 
tive and preſidential power in point of the Churches Nati- 
onal Politie, or more publick Government; which 8 Jerome 
requires, and ownes a«(exors + neceſſaria poteftas Epiſcopornm) 
as a principal and eminent power neceſſary for the Church of 
Chriſt, and ſpecially re in Biſtops. 

Indeed in the beginning or infancy of Churches (as marry 
learned men have obſerved) the powers or offices of Deacon, 
Presbyter, Biſhop, and Apoſtle might (poſlibly ) be reſident in, 
and exerciſed by one man, where there was but an handful 
or little flock of two or three gathered together in Chrifts 
name; But when Belcivers and ions, and fo their 
Pattors multiplied, then there was 2 of politie, order 
and wiſdom to diſtingniſh and rank theſe offices and Officers 
into ſeveral polinck diftributions, or belps of Government ; 
ſome to be the flocks , others to be the Paftors ; fome to be 
only as Presbyters, praying, preaching, baptizmg, conſcerating 
and bleſling the people ; others as Preſidents or Biſhops — 

ing 
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ling over the many Presbyters and people too within their in- 
ſpection; others as Deacons ſervient to Biſhops, Presbyters 
and le : And all this to keep ſuch an orderly unity, as 
may wel avoid Schiſmatical Confuſions in the Church of 
Chriſt ; which ought to be as an Army with Banners, where 
are the of Office and Authority, the directives of or- 
derly motion, the centers of union, and the ſecurets of the 
common ſafety, by wiſe commands and ready obedience. 

Nor may the ſameneſs of the Names, or of Naturals, Mo- 
rals, or Religion, as to faith, gifts and graces ; nor the com- 
munity of ſome Chriſtian Priviledges, duties, or offices of 
charity, theſe may not be pleaded againſt the primitive diſtin- 
ction of Eminent Honour and Authority among the Clergy , 
any more than all priority and ſuperiority may be er - 
mong men in reſpect of Civil Magiftracy, who are of the ſame 
Nature, Parentage, City, Trade and Country ; or among 
Souldiers of the ſame Army; or Scholars of the fame Colledge 
and Univerſity. 

To be ſure that over-ſceing, preſidential and gubernative 
power, which ſhall authoritatively look to the Extaxie, good 
order and unity of the Church, ſuch as was in the prime and 
ſecondary Apoſtles ; the firſt as Occonomical, the ſecond as 
Metropolitical, or Dioceſan Biſhops ; ſuch as was committed 
to Timothy and Titus, and excrciſed by them, not only as 
Evangeliſts or Preachers / but as Preſidents and Prelates ; this 
power cannot be cither larly, or prudently, or ſaſely in 
England committed to an but to thoſe venerable Cler- 
gy-men whom his Majefly and the Laws ſhall think fit to con- 
ſtitute as Governours over others, and from whom they ma 
have an account of all: Nor can it be in better or ſafer — 
than thoſe of learned, wiſe, grave and godly Biſhops, alliſted 
by ſuch ſober Presbyters, or Maniffers, as his Majeity and the 
the Laws ſhall cither appoint, or permit them to call to their 
counſel and aſſiſtance in their Ordinations , or in their exerciſe 
of Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures and Juris diction; Not by way of a 
Conſiſtorian negative, which is to alter and unhinge the whole 

vernment, turning wine into water, and making way for all 
faGions to breed even in the Nef# of Church-Government ; 
but by ſuch publick preſence and venerable conſpicuity of 


many 
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many learned and wiſe Counſellors, as may beſt avoid any mi- 
ſtakes or errors, and moſt contribute, by their being witneſſes 
of all tranſactions, to that authority which is neceſſary to con- 
vince men of fin, and to convert them from the error of their 
ways, when they fee themſelves condemned by. the cenſure, 
not of one only, but of many worthy and impartial men. 

An Help, Ornament, and Honour in Church-Government 72 
which really for our own part, we earneſtly deſite, and ambiti- */ 
ouſly embrace, a that (h zwdinney which Ignatius, Cyprian, and 
others ſo magnilie, that Fraternal Conſeſs, and Ecclefiatical 
Connril, which may not — witneſſes of our publick actions, 
but alliſtants in all ſuch publick drſpatches,as are not ſafely com- 
mitted to any one man, nor can diſcreetly be managed by him 
without contracting too much envy,anger and odium upon him; 
which ſcnſe,we believe, is common with all ourWWorthy Brethren. 

Indeed no wiſe Biſbop can affect an arbitrary power, or an 
abſolute and ſole Dominion; Nor are we willing to be thus 
cither expoſed to others calumnies, or betrayed to our ſelves ; 
becauſe we know our ſelves to be but men, and ſubjeR to 
the ſame infirmitics with other ſintul Mortals : Nor can we be 
ſo happy as when we are both compaſled, encouraged, and 
ſupport:d with our aged, learned, and reverend Brethren of 
the Clergy, who may be every way as able and deſerving as 
our {clvcs. 

Thus fortified and aſliſted, we may, by Gods help, be capa- 
ble (without too great burthen) to diſcharge the proper du- 
tics and offices ot Biſbops , both in and out of Parliaments ; 
which is co ſee, (Ne quid detrimenti patiatur Keligio, Eccleſia, 
vera Reformatio, &c. ) That our Religion, as Chriſtian, as well 
Reformed, and as by Law duly eſtabliſhed, ſuffer no detri- 
ment, diminution, or debauchery ; no Apoſtacy, Schiſm, or 
Diviſion in Doctrine, Diſcipline, or Devotion, in Sanctity, So- 
lemniry, or Uait-rmity , either by profaneneſs, petulancy, 
or tat ion: Whar his Majeity, your — and other Cen- 
tlemen of other civil Employments cannot ſo well oblerve to 
be a in du chot Church-men, we the Biſbops, as publick 
Hd Overſeers, may beſt inform you of; what we 
caunot aur nd by t aſon of the laxariancy or ebitinacy of ſome 

refrathory uri, your eminent authority may command ws 
curb 
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curb according to Law, in which the publick wiſdom and 
power, ſafety and honour do concenter. 

In the laſt place, as to the great merits of the Honourable 


vous Gentry , 
land towards us 
to dye,or to 


the Biſbops of this Church; We ſhall chuſe rat 


* be again degraded by the folly and fury of Schiſmatical envy 


and malice, than not to make good by our actions their good 
eſteem of us, or to forfeit by any fault of ours their ready 
ſuftrages for us; We ſhall never think any thing added to us 
by this great favour and honour ſhewed us, it we do not find 
in them mighty ſprs and to provoke us more to our du- 
ties of ſound preaching, ſober praying, diſcreet governing, and 
holy living ; which are the ſolid honours of all good Wage 
and true Miniſters; As they are the debts alſo which we indiſ- 
penſibly owe to God, to this Church, and to the leaſt Member 
of it : What may poſlibly be wanting in the frequency, number 
and tale of our Sertnons, by reaſon of our age and infirmity, 
ſhall be made up in their weight 3 and when we ſhall not be 
able to preach at all, we will ſtudy to live over the beſt of our 
Sermons, and to preach by our examples, when we cannot by 
our words. 

God forbid we ſhould ſuddenly forget thoſe late horrid and 
long conflagrations , out of which the good hand of God, by 
the Kings favour, and this Parliaments aſſiſtance, hath ſnatched 
us, and this whole Church ; yea, God forbid, that we the Bi- 
ſhops and all the Clergy of Excrtanp ſhould not come out of 
this fiery furnace more purged and prepared for our Maſters 
Service; yea, God forbid, that after ſuch a deluge, and delive- 
rence as this, we ſhould fo forget God, or — any a5 to bc 
drunk with that wine of Conſolation and cup of Salvation, which 
our Merciful God, our Gracious King, your Noble Lordſhips, 
and our Loving Country- men, the Commons of ENGLAND. 
have now put into — hands. 

We are very ſenſible how t ſtimulations ate put u 
us as Chriſtians, Miniſters — to all Piety, Tnduttry, 
Prudence, Virtue and true honour; which we know do not 
conſiſt in being either ſo eager for ſmall circumitances , and 
outward Ceremonies of Religion, as to be remils in its neceſ- 

ſary 
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ary Morals and Subitantials ; (as if one ſhould put on fie 
clothes, while he ſtarves his body ; ) Nor yet in being ſo zealous 
for the Eſſentials only of faith and duties, as rudely to negle& 
thoſe reverential ſolemmities and decent circumſtantials, which 
preſerve (as the bark, or rinde doth the Tree ) the Churches 
good order, peace, and unity. 

We profeſs to all the world, that we owne Cod alone ia his 
holy Word (which we call the Scriptures) to be the ſole Inſti- 
tutor of his own neceſſary Worſhip and indiſpenſable Service; 
who alone knows what will beſt pleaſe him, and profit us: We 
think (as we are taught by the Church of England) that nothing 
is neceſſary and eſſential, moral or my$teriows, as any means to ob- 
tain, conferre, or increaſe grace, or to pleaſe Cod, which him- 
ſelf hath not in his Word preſcribed, cither by ſpecial mandate 
or general direction, and neceſſary conſequence. 

Yet we believe alſo ( as all Learned menat home and abroad 
do agree) That the indulgence of God hath left free to the pru- 
dence and authority of every National Church, Chriſtian Po- 
litie, and Community, the particular appointing, ordering and 
regulating of all thoſe general and common cirenntances , 
which arc in nature or civility neceſſary, as time, place, method, 
manner, meaſure, veſture and geSture,(all which are as unſepara- 
ble from all publick actions under the Sun, as our skins are from 
our bodies) according as ſhall ſcem to the ſupreme wiſdom and 
authority of that Church,moſt for its publick, decency and ſolemni- 
ty, for good order and edification ; Of all which in their particu- 
lar inſtances and nſages,cvery private Chriſtian is Judge and Ar- 
bitrator in his cloſct-worſhip 3 Allo every chief Governonr in 
his family, where, when, how, for matter, method and manner, 
alſo for meaſure of reading, praying, prailing, O. when ſit- 
ting, ſtanding or kneeling ; whether in ſordid or decent habits, 
becoming his preſence and the ſanctity of the duty; And no 
leſs, without all peradventure;, are they left to every chief Magi- 
ſtrate or Ruler in Church and State, within his reſpe&ive Do- 
minions, for the publick peace; order, decency, uniformity, 
and ſolemnity of Religion, of which thoſe are the proper Chu- 
ſers, Determiners, and Judges, to whom the power is given by 
God, cither private or publick ; That Religion may not enter- 
feere with the Civil Government, but conform to it in theſe 

F things, 
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things, as it is protected by it in main. 

Povided always, that no dach particular rite, limited circum- 
ſtance, or Eccleſiaſtical ceremony thus choſen, be otherwiſe impo- 

ed upon mens judgments and conſciences, either in opinzon or 
uſe, then as indecd it is in its nature, and Gods indulgence; that 
is, mutable, when good occaſion, or the chief end of things re- 
quires a change of them by lawful authority, ſo as to be ſtill free, 
as to the judgment of ſuch as ule them, and as to the praiice of 
all other Churches who have not aſſumed the uſe of them: Not 
that any ſuch external rite or ceremony of humane appoing- 
ment can in it (elf be any neceſſary, ſolid, ſubſtantial, and ime- 
eral part of divine Worſhip ; or as any means inſtituted for 
grace, to which a precept and promiſe divine is neceſlary : This 
efficacy no humane or Eccleſiaſtical Authority can create or 
give; Nor doth the Church of England pretend to any ſuch 
power or uſe in them; althou h it may lawtully regulate all cic- 
cumſtances, and diſcreetly ule decent ceremonies as ſuch, yea, 
and enjoyn them both as exerciſes of Sovereign Authority, 
and as experiments of Subjecis due obedience ; not upon any 
falſe ard ſuperſtitious grounds, but ſuch as are true and religi- 
ous, conſonant to the nature of things, and the indulgence af 
God in them. 

Nor hath the Church of England ever otherwiſe eſteemed, 
or impoſed thoſe things of particular circumitances, rites and 
ceremonies, which have been ſo long as chips and ſhavings, the 
caſic fewel of ſo much flame and contention ; but hath oft de- 
clared its judgment of them. to be according to Gods truth; 
its choice and injunction of them to be according to that liber- 
ty and authority which God hath given to it, as to every, Nati- 
onal Church within its politic and precinct, ſo to ule and impoſe 
them on its own members, without prejudging other Churches 
their like liberty; Not at all as things pleafing of themſelves 
or diſpleaſing to God : He muſt needs be an infant in under- 
ſtanding, who fancies God is ſcared with white,or pleaſed with 
black garments in his pun worſhip; that the hiſtorick ſign of 
the Croſs addes to or diminiſheth ought from Baptiſm ; or that 
the Divine Majeſty is offended at our kneeling, or better plca- 
ſed with our fitting or ſtanding before him in an act of ſo hol 
a celebration, and humble veneration, as that is of the 2 
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Supper: But all theſe and the like ate allowed as lawſul expe- 
ri ment, either of Chriſtian prudence and diſcretion in the 
choice, or of obedience and ſubjection in the uſe of them; agrec- 
ably to the lawful commands of our ſuperiors in Church and 
State, wiſely directing and limiting us in them, to avoid thoſe 
factions which eaſily ariſe from the leaſt open variety or diffe- 
rence in Religion, when once it comes to be affected, and is 
made a badge of parties or ſides among the people. 

The duty of Magiſtrate: or Chriftiaz Princes. as well as Bi- 
ſhops and Eccleſiaſtical Governonrs,on all hands, is, in publick ſo- 
lemmities of Religion to take care, that all things be ſo done in 
uniformity, order, and decency, as is neceſſary for publick peace, 
and as they think beſt becomes the ſanclity of true Religion, the 
Majeſty alſo of that God whom we ought to worſhip and ſerve 
with all reverence, and with the beanty of holineſs, both out- 
ward and inward, without any impoſing upon the judgment, 
beyond the nature and indifferency of ſuch things ; or upon the 
pradiice farther than the God of order, decency,and peace, hath 


permitted. 
As we and all this Church have ſeen and felt upon the ac- 


count of theſe thing the ontragious zeal and Precipitancy of In b 
ſome men, who firſt pretending much to boggle at and to be / 


grievoaſly ſcandalrzed with a few ſuch things of outward rite, 
individuated circumſtance, and preſcribed ceremony (to which 
conformity was by Lau, that is, by the public wiſdom and authority 
required in the Church of Englant) have in the purſuit and ſe- 
quel of their adtions, or paſſtons rather , evidently declared 
themſelves to be enemies even to all ordennand politie, as well 
as to Liturgy and Epiſcopacy ; and to be friends to nothing but 
their own private fortunes, novel fancies, and partial factions, 
guided by no known Law of God or man ; — offended with 
nothing ſo much, as not to ſee themſelves in that place and 
wer, which may force all men to conform to their on poſts, 
uſts and deſigns; which themſelves followed not by the true 
footſteps and ſent of Law and Juſtice, Reaſon and Religion, 
but by the ſenſible view and ſucceſſes of providences, as they 
variouſly ſprang up, and appeared either for good or evil: 
Which ſort of deformed and deforming Non-conformits we 
leave to be puniſhed, not only by their own evil manners, — 
F 2 alto 
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alſo by the juſt abhorrencies of God and all, good mon, to 
whom their folly and fury is now ſuſficiently ownifeſt, + 

So vc are neither ignorant nor inſcnſible of other mens con- 
tinucd d:ſ-/atisfaHions in theſe things, who, under the old ti 
of Non-conformity (formerly much modeſter indeed, than 
later times, being not only civil to ſetled Eprſcepery, and de- 
vout in the uſe of the Liturgy, but abhornog all Separation 
from the Church of England,) have heretofore, and ſtill do cat- 
neſtly plead their own and other mens weak minds, and ſcrupu- 
lous or tendet conſciences, as very jealous ( ſorſuoth) of finawg 
the:e (in the uſe of ſome Rites and Ceremonies ) where the pub- 
lick wiſdom and pv of this Church and State, grounded un 
many learned Judgments, and the majority of united ſuffrages 
according to their conſciences, fees no fin, ownes no ſin; 
and openly declares againſt any fin, both in the Churches 
junctions and Intentions. 

Mean time while theſe milder Non-conformiits tell us they 
dare not obey lawful antbority in things thus dubious to thæi 
private dimneſs; yet both they and others dare (even dowbe- 
ingly) diſobey an undoubted lawful authority, meerly upon 
ſuch private doubcs and ſcruples, in ſo ſmall and clear matters 
rather ſuſpecling a whole Reformed Church, and all the ſpreiss 
of the Prophets in their majority and repreſentation, of crrour 
and miſtakes, even to fin and ſuperſtition, than their own pri- 
vate, and poſſibly prejudiced, yea and ſactiouſſy intereſted 
opinions. 

All which ſpecious coverings and pleadings of Conſcience, 
as weak and tender in point of conformity to things ſo oft and 
fully declared to be indifferent iu their nature, and only limited 
in their honeſt and decent ule : however they maydeſerveChri- 
ftian charity, compaſſion, and tenderneſs from us, as to ſome mens 

meanings and harmleſs converſations ; yet they are (now at 

aſt) found too narrow to palliate or hide hole dreadfid eiſor- 

ders, and cruel deſigns, which ſome mens counſcls and actions 

have of late years been guilty of, it either Gods or Mans Laws 

may be judges, which do command only paſſive obedicnce,and 

in that, ſuch a conformity to Chriſts example, as where they can- 
not adively obey, there patiently and ſilently to ſufter. 

Indeed Non-conformity in ſome calmer times, and in ſome 
| mens 
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mens ſoſter tempers, (cemed to have ſomething in it, that v an 
object of Chriſtian pity, and dilcreet charity, while ĩt modeſtiy 
(and we hope fincerely )pleaded tenderneſs of Conſcience, that is a 
fear of finning, becauſe of doubting ; and this many times more 
in reſpett hneſs to offend others, then out of any great 
y in themſelvcs, as to the nature and uſe of thoſe 
things, or theic own liberty, or the publique authority; while 
Non-conformity diſſented without Separation, Schiſm and Se 
dition, yea without tumult and rebellion, with ſome ſhew alſdof 
Learning and Loyalty, Meekneſs and Moderation; while it pro- 
felled patience, & with humility to bear that croſs which its own 
weakne(s or tenderneſs, more than any unjuſt rigour of the law, 
had laid upon it,ufing no other Arms offenſive or defenſive, than 
thoſe of Primitive Chriſtians, Prayers and tears: To theſe ſober 
Non-conformiits, both our Princes, ſince the Reformation, and 

our beſt Biſhops have ſhewed as much moderation and tender- 
neſs as was conſiſtent with the publick peace arid ſafety : Nor 

have we thoughts of lels candor and Chriſtian Gentlenefs to 

them. 

But fince rude, nay rebellious Non- conformity hath in this 
laſt Twenty years appeared as compleatly armed (capaps) as 
Goliah of Cub, in buffe coats, clad back and breſt withiron and 
. ſteel, openly defying the whole Church oft Excravp, for its 
excellent Liturgy, and antient Epiſcopacy, as well as for its few 
innocent Rites and Ceremonies, which were ſtated, enjoyned, 
and uſed by ſo many holy and learned men in this Church, 
without any fin, ſuperſtition, or ſcruple; fince it hath (now at 
laſt) faftionfly breathed out fire and brimſtone in the face of this 
whole Reformed Church, againſt all Godly Biſhops , and 
gracious Princes, yea againſt all Monarchy at laſt, as well as E- 
prſeepacy eſtabliſhed by Law 3 fince it hath (like Febn) furiouſly 
and opcnly marched with an high hand into Ex ANDο, un- 
der the banner of a novel Exotick and Illegal Covenant, yea and 
ſtill menaceth the Engliſh and all the Chriſtian world, if it could 

power,and keep it anſwerable to its vaſt and inſatiable am- 
— ; fince it hath been laden with the Sacrilegious ſpoils and 
ruines of ſo many goodly Churches & worthy Churchmenʒſince 
i is beſmcared withthe blood and gore of its Brethren and Fa- 

thers (that I ſay not, of its King: In earneſt this pittileſs al 
pittifu 
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pitiful Non-conformity, which pretends to be ſo tender conſci- 
enced as to the gnats of a few cirenmZt ances, (regulated only 
for order and decency by the publick wiſdom, and lawtull au- 
tority) and as to one or two ancient ceremonies uled in the pure 
primitive and perſecuted times, without any notion or thought 
of ſuperſtition , meerly as apt emblems, memorative figures, or 
hiſtorical tokens of what is moſt true and neceſſary to be be- 
lieved ; or as particularly a; and humble expreſſcons of ſome 
general duty, and devotional reverence to God, which is in its na- 
ture, and in the worſhip of God moſt lawtull , as uncovering 
the head, bowing the kuce and body, undoubtedly are; and yet 
(on the other ſide) ſince this fo ſoft-ſonled, render-ſenſed, and 
narrow-guled Non-conformity, was ſo wide throated, as to ſwal- 
low down great Camels without chewing, fins of prodigious mas- 
nitudes;{incc it hath ſhewed it ſelſ ſo heavy and harſh handed, to 
violent and fierce ſpirited, ſo ſevere and impatient, not to be 
preciſely obeyed by others, when it had once uſurped a power 3 
Truly it is juſtly become a very effroiable phantoſme, as dreadfull 
and dangerous a Spectre to all wile Kings, to all Loyal Subjects, 
and to all ſober Chriſtians, as that which appeared to Brutus 
before the Pharſalian field. 

If Non-conformty ever had heretofore any tolerably goodCanſe, 
as to its well meaning, and might have gone to Heaven, meckly 
riding on an Alle, as Chriſt did to Jeruſalem ; yet tis now 
quite marredand deformed by the ill managing of it, in thole 
violent and intolerable methods of rumultuary and armed pto- 
ceedings, contrary tothe Laws of God and Man ; which would 
make even Chriſtianity it ſelf not only unmeltome, but moſt un- 
L.iwwſul, namely to bring it in by fraud and force, or to preſent it 
ro Soveraign Kings and Kingdomes on the Swords point, as the 
Spaniards doBaptilme to the poor Weſt-Indians with their poy- 
niards in one hand, and water on the other. 

For although Non-conformity (which is ſtill made the Ball of 
difference and badge of diſſention, even among thoſe who agree 
in Doctrine and Morals, yea in Devotionals and Politicals, in 
Liturgy and Epiſcopacy, for the main) ſometime affected the 
voice of a Lamb, when it durſt not roare as a Lyon, yet we fee it 
hath the teeth, tail, and ſting of a Dragon ; it ſeemed indeed 
athirſt to appear in ſbeeps clothing, but it hath roo much of the 


4e 


(47) 
ravening wolf in it; So ill it becomes watlike or Martial Non- 
conformity, which hath ſhewed ſuch horns and hof wherewith 
it hath ſorcly puſhed, goared, and wounded this Church and 
Kingdom, now to boaſt of its dove like innocency, or to pre- 
tend to great tenderneſs or nicity of conſcience, and to de- 
mand any unſafe and illegal Liberty ; when the Engliſh and 
Chriſtian world ſees, that all the beaſts in Daniels viſions, wete 
not more fell, haughty, cruel, inſolent and outragious, then 


that ruſtical Non-conformity hath been to all forts of ſober Chri" 


ftians dillenting from it, from the King that ſate on the Throne, 
to the mcaneſt Subject that ground at the Mill; who is there 
that did not flatter its folly, but hath felt its imperious rigor ! 
Nor did it ever excerciſe that tenderneſs to others conſciences, 
which it ſo clamourouſly importuned for it ſelf. 

How much better then were it for the popular patrons of, and 
pleaders for ſuch faclious, ſeditious, — unſafe Non- conformity, 
(who ſtill reſolve to be great but weak ſtick/ers againſt any ſober 
and legal conformity in the Church of EN tv) How much 
more (1 ſay) becoming of them were it, now at laſt to humble 
themſclves before God, the King, and the Laws; to depre- 
cate the juſt jealouſic and heavy diſpleaſure of God and man 
which ſome of that Sei have deſerved and ſuffered ; to ex- 
piate their former menaces and later extrawagances by ſome 
publick recantation and ingennoxs repentance, which may unde- 
ceive the poor people, who have been ſo long ſcared and de- 
luded with I know not what bugg-bears of their own and o- 
ther mens fancies. | 

How much better were it for men of Learning and Con- 
ſcience to make a narrower ſearch into their own 2 ſcruple t 
and wur miſapprebenſions ; to compare the Churches honeſt 
declarations and injunctions with their ſiniſter ſuſpicions, and 
probable deluſions ; to dread (as much as they pretend to do 
any othcr mens poſitive) their own negative ſuperſtition, which 
tend to Diſobedience, and ends in Rebellion, againſt lawſull au- 
thority ; making by a great fatuiry or arrogancy, thoſe things 
ſin hich God hath — made . — Godof — a 
friend to decency, and no enemy either to cer , unifor- 
mity or conformity, conſiſtent with truth and holinefs ; but 


hath left all free to the wiſdom, choice, and authority of every 
Church, 


the,, hore 
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Church, agrecable to the general tenor of his word. Laſtly, 
how much more becoming them were it, to give God the Glo- 
ry of his juſtice, which hath thus at laſt diſcovered, defeated, 
and confuted,cven by their own practices, their wild and wick- 
ed principles, yea, and puni the violent and inordinate 
practices of ſome railing and ranting Non-conformiſts;, from 
whoſe inordizate fury, if God had not at laſt by a wonderful 
providence redeemed this Church and Kingdom, we had been 
as Sodom and Gomorab, a continued Akeldama, or field of Blood, 
Tyranny, Anarchy, and Oppreſſion, under cithet Presbyterian 
DiSators, who would ſet upa petty Biſhop in every Pariſh, aud 
binde them up in the bundles or fagots of their Claſſes, that ſo 
united, they might be better redeemed from their own inſitmi- 
ties, and other mens contempt z or under 1 t-Tryers, 
who ſet the people above the Prieſt ; or under ſelf and all con- 
founding Phanaticks, who do all things both icrationally,and ex 
tempore, or raſhly. 

But God hath pleaded the Cauſe of the Church of Exc ax py 
as to the — of its Faith and Doctrine; as to the Sanclity 
of its Morals; as to the Solemnity of its Devotionals, and as 
to the unblamable of its rituals, and innocency of its 
Ceremonials ſo ſtated, enjoyned, and uſed as they were in the 
Church of England ; not according to every mans fancy and 
humor, but according to the judgment of the Law, which beſt 
ſets forth the publick mind and meaning of this Reformed 
Church, which hath ever ſo declared publickly againſt,and ſo 
effectually cleared it ſelf of, and abſolved all its Members from 
all Error, Profaneneſs and Superſtition (juſtly challenging, 
and modeſtly uſing the Liberty, Prudence, and Authority, whi 
God hath given it, for order, „and edification, not for 
opprellion, deſtruction and confuſion,and this only over its own 
polity or communion ) that in carneſt it is now a great ſhame 
tor men of Piety and Learning, ſtill to vex, as Peninnab did 
Hannah, and agitate the Church of EN,, with the re- 
petition of their needleſs Cavils, and endleſs Objections, which 
have been an hundred times fully anſwered, and whercin them- 
ſelves being ſatisfied, they might with more caſe and peace ſa- 
tisſie thoſe whom they keep ſtill raw and ſcrupulous by their 


own irreſolutions. 
After 
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Airter all is ſaid, deſigned, and done by us, that can become rn 
good men, ſober Chriſtians, and worthy Biſhops, in point of 70 ond ur 
Reaſon and Religion, Conſcience and Subjeclĩon, Charity and | 
Diſcretion, as to things of this nature, which have of them- 
ſelves ſo little to ſay for or againſt them, being but relatively 
good or evil, as the end is to which, and the authority by 
which they are enjoyned; yet we know our ſelves to be till 
ſeverely warned and 2 K4 alarmed by our own and the Chur- 
ches enemies (on all ſides) to be as moſt ſincerely pious, and 
conſtantly prudent in the main matters of Religion; ſo to do 
all things, as with good Conſcience , Courage and Authority, ſo 
with ah Chriſtian candor and paternal charity to all men; 
eſpecially toward ſuch (for Chrifts ſake ) as are truly conſcien- 
tions in all Moralities, and in ſome leſſer matters peaceably ſcru- 
pulons and bonefthy unſatisfied ; yet are willing to be informed, 
and for the main are conformed to the example of Chriſt, 
whoſe Ning dom conſiſts not in weat and drink, not in petty opi- 
nions and mutable ſhadows; but in righteouſneſs, peace and * 
holineſs : Other =_ of Form and Ceremony we do not 
weigh by any private fancies for or againſt them; but by pub- 
lick authority commanding, Gods Word permitting, the 
Churches peace requiring them. 

As to the point of tender Conſciences ſo much pleaded, we 
ſhall eſteem none truly tender conſcienced, who live in any open 

fin or immoraliry ; or who approve and defend any profane- 
neſs or impicty in ordinary ſpeech, much more RE and 
praying; or who deny the authority of the Word of z or 
who deſpiſe the practice and cuſtom of the Univerſal 
Church; Or who refuſe the obedience due to Civil Magittracy 3 
or who oppoſe the liberty 4nd authority of this particular 
Church to regulate and govern its own politic agreeable to 
Gods Nord, and the ice of all other Churches. 

Our care ſhall be, as not to ſpend much precious time in 
things that do not edifie, nor to adde the weight of ſubſtance 
to feathers, which are but ornaments; ſo nor to expole Reli- 

ion rude and bare, naked and ridiculous to the world, much 
25 to ſacrifice the publick peace, honour and wiſdom to pri- 
vate petulancy and pertinacy : Yet ſtill we ſhall make a great 


difference berween the weak and the willful, the ſuperSt:tions 
G and 
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and ſupcrcilions, the (crupulous and (corntul doubters and diſ- 
fenters; between the bumble Proteflors and conſtant FA. 
ers of rrue Religion in the main of Morals and Fidacials, 
and the turbulent Praters or pragmatich agitators , who love 
to (wim againſt the ſtream of Authority, againſt tight Reaſon, 
and true Religion, cſtabliſh-d Laws, and good Order, ſetled 
Government and due Subje<&ion : We ſhall firſt endeavour 
with meekneſs of wiſdom to ſatisſie all ſober and good men, 
next we ſhall do as the Law commands againſt the malipert 
and obſtinate wranglers, who make no conſcience to deny 
common Principles, to ſwallow abſurdiries, and reconcile con- 
tradic ions between their own liberties challenged to them- 
ſelves, and their rigid ſeverities impoſed by them upon others: 
There is no reaſon for them to complain, if the ſame meaſure 
be meaſured to them, which they have meted to others, every 
way their equals, and in mary their betters : Nor thall they 
ever have ſo much cauſe to cry out of what they ſuffer, as of 
what they have done. 

We are not averſe from any diſcreet indulgence which his 
Majeſty and the Law ſha!l fee fit to grant to ſome perſons for 
ſome time till better inſtructed, and brought off from their 
prejudices; we ſhall not envy, or grudpe, or deny any honeſt 
man thoſe diſpenſations and forbearances, ſo far as our Chari- 
ty to p ivate Chriſtians may not be prejudicial to the Churches 
peace and pub'ick good; to which we and all men owe the 
greateſt charity; and which may not under any flouriſhes of 
zealous praying and preaching, or under any pretenſions of 
private conſcience, be either undermined or overthrown, what 
ever colours of Non-conformity or thorough Reformation men 
carry before them. 

We know there are many enviows eyes upon us, and bitter 
tongues ſharpned againſt us; ſome quarrel that we are no 
better (though themſelves be not very good); others are grie- 
ved that we are not worſe: This impotent malice of unreaſoma- 
ble or uncharitable men is beſt ſilenced and conſuted by our 
juſt ard gentle demeanour toward all: And although we are 
not to be encourage or over-awed with the weak words of 
men, yet our care ſhall be, that nothing be ſpoken of us bad, 


but it ſhall be falſe: The rough tongues of our enemies ſhall 
be 
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be bat as files and wherſtones to our Virtues , as their rude hands 
haue been the toxchitone of our patience : This is the worſt and 
only revenge we intend to take of all our cauſelels Adverſarics, 
either to perſwade and win them to (obriety, or to overcome and 
diſarm teur, by our being or doing better then they deſerve or 
ire. ä 
The injuries and indignitiescaſt upon ſame of us heretofore, 
and all of »s now by the pride, improbity,or petulancy of any, 
ſhall but give greater fervour to our iudwbtry, prayers, and cha- 
rity. The former rigors uſcd by Come Tyraxts, Tryers, and Is- 
quiſetors, againſt Biſbops, and the Epiſcopel Clergy, (hall not car- 
ry us beyond the ſobet bounds of Gods and mans Law, nor 
beyond that Law of Chriftian cbarity which is the bond of per- 
fedliov, and which commands us to {et aur Chriſtian moderation 
be known to all men, aud our lowe even to our enemies. We will 
not leſs encourage true picty, ſanctity, and ſincetrity, becauſe of 
the ſcandal and cruelty of ſome mens hypocrifie ; We have not 
ſo learned Chriſt, in whole holy footſteps we ſhall endeavour to 
tread, as the ſureſt evidence that we ſucceed in his Miniſtry, and 


exerciſe his Authority. 

Thole Miniſters or le whoſe hearts moſt miſgive them, 
as fearing the return of hard meaſure from Biſbops, becauſe of 
the great evil they have, as Pſendo-Prerbyters and Apoſtates , 
done or deſigned againſt all B. Hop, and the whole Church of 
Exglend ; We cannot better Aniwer tor their ſecurity, than as 
Tojeph did to his Brethren , when he was now advanced, and it 
was in the power of his hand to hurt themy (as their own jealous 
ſouls juſtly told them, )when he replied,(to their aſtoniſhmene) 

Fol whom ye ſold into Agypt ; Be not afraid, I fear 
God, &c. Thereby implying , That he could not meditate or 
at any revenge, (but that of Love) againſt his brethren, who 
profeticd to own and ferve the ſame God, and whole mercy 
had now turned their intended miſchict into good: Let our 
greateſt enemies heretofore, now repent of the evil they have 
done and deſigned againſt this Church and Kingdom, no leſs 
than againſt Biſſlops; let them ſhew their repentance by living 
ſo as becomes good Chriſtians,and good Subjects. As the Lord 
liveth there ſhall not one hair of them head fall to the ground by 


our means. 
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We meditate the good of all men, and moſt of thoſe that 
have been our deluded, yea, their own,cnemies, and who will 
now be our friends and their own on any reaſonable terms : As 
good Phyſitians we ſhall have ſpecial care of thoſe who moſt 
need our help and cure : As Fathers we ſhall readily embrace 
thoſe penitent prodigal Sons which return to us. 

We know that nothing will ſooner end all unkind , unjuſt, 
and uncomfortable quarrels , than the holy and unblamable 
lives of Us Biſbops, which, as the preſence of Chriſt and the 
ſhadows of the Apoſtles,will either caſt out the evil ſpirits that 
yet remain in ſome men, after all the miracles of Gods provi- 
dences, or elſe more torment them: Our Virtwes and Graces ſhall 
be the only Revengers, as they will be the ſharpeſt Satyrs and 
ſevereſt reproaches, yea, and the moſt aſſured Vifors of mens 
evil ſpeeches and inſolent carriages. 

In this holy integrity, while we juſtific his Majefties Wiſdom, 
with Your Honors Counſels and comprobation, we ſhall have 
none to fear or flatter ; whoſe evil 3 2 under any popular 


and threed- bare quarrels againſt all Ep: , Liturgy, and Ce- 
Goſpel, Church and 


remonies, are to overthrow both Law 
State, bringing all into Anarchy and confuſion : We ſhall indeed 
highly urge conformity, eſpecially in our ſelves and all true Mi- 
Conformity, I ſay, firſt to the Word of God, to the Ex- 
amples of Feſus Chrift, and his holy Apoſtles,with all true Saints 1 
Next,to thoſe Canons and Laws of the Church and State which 
bind Us and them moſt to loyalty and duty. Laſtly, We ſhall ſo 
far urge an external conformity in cireumſtantials and Ceremonies 
as ſhall be required of them and Us by Law,in order to preſerve 
decency, reverence, uniformity, and ſolemnity in holy Duties 3 
alſo peace and unity in Church and State; as free, God knows, 
from Superſtition, or Will-worſhip, or unlawful humane In- 
ventions, as ſome other mens affected words and modes, cere- 
monies and forms are in their eyes, hands,ſpecches and geſtzen- 
lations. 

When His Majeſty, Your Lordſbips, and the Worthy Gentle- 
men of the Houle of Commons, together with all the ſober 
Engliſh World, ſhall ſee Us Biſbops demeaning our ſelves as 
they would have Us, and as you have deſerved of Us, in the 
way of great and good examples, proportionable to our pious 

and 
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and venerable Predeceſſots before and ſince the Reformation; 
no doubt Your Lordſhips and all Worthy Perſons will be as 
far from repenting of Your reſtoring Biſhops to their gowern- 
ment and juriſdiclion, alſo totheir ancient honour and capacity 
of Sitting in the Houſe of Peers, and therein of reſtoring this 
Church and Chriſtian Kingdom to their priſtine honour, peace, 
and ſafety, (by Gods bleſſing,) as ſome others are from rejoy- 
cing or not repining at Gods mercy, the Kings benignity , thi 
Parliaments generoſity and piety, as well as policy and diſ- 
cretion, in preferring the gray head of primitive and venerable 
Epiſcopacy betore the beardleſs friplings of Presbytery and In- 

ndency ; with which new wines if any weak heads in Eng- 
land be ſtill fo in love, as to chuſe them before the old wine, 
which is bettet, certainly they will have this happineſs in their 
unlucky errour, as to have no learned and honeſt man to be their 


rival. 

If any things have ſeemingly or really been amiſs in any of 
our Predeeeſſore, or our ſelves, . h vat an Farr ad or — 
on, (which eaſily beſets the beſt of men in this life, ) as our 
deſire is not to deny or diſſemble them, ſo truly they cannot now 
with any modeſty be remembred or objected by theſe Adverſa · 
ries againſt Us, or any Biſbops heretofore, ſince the covetouſ- 
neſs, ambition, pride, tyranny, cruelty, and implacableneſs of 

ſome Anti-Epiſcopal and Anarchical ſpirits have been ſo exceſ- 
 fively imſolent and ontragions ; eveato a wantonneſs of wicked- 
\neſs, and to all manner of injuſtice, far beyond the wort 
ions of the worſt of Biſhops, in the worſt of times ſince the 

Reformation. 
t whatever Jath really been amiſs, our caution ſhall be to 
avoid — Il faules, as much as Your charity and Noble. 
weſs hath this day covered and forgot both their infirmities and 
any of our failings : What was eminent (as much was in many 
of them, and commendable in moſt of them) our endeavour 
ſhall be ro imitate, where we deſpait to exceed; That while 
Your Lordſbips ot others behold us either in the Parliament, 
or the Pulpit, or the Preſs, or the Conſiſtory, you may not have 
much cauſe to deplore the abſence of our famous Predeceſſors, 
whom you cannot but love and admire (as we do) for their pi- 
cty, learning, induſtry, and charity. In ſum, we ſhall ſtrive that 
. neither 
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neither Biſbops nor Epiſ« ſhall be any burthen, but a great 
bleſſing( as it hath been eo this Church and Kingdome,to King 
and Subjects, to the good and bad, to encourage the former, 
and to reſtrain and amend the latter. 
Which happy effetis will caſily be attained, 

Firit,It we may be guided and circumicribed by good 
and Canons ; beyond or ſhort of which no Presbyter or Biſbop 
may go, no not in any exemplary ceremony, or affected novelty, 


to a . 

N be defended in doing our duties by his 
Majeſties juſt „without cramping or benumming the ſin- 
news of Ecc ical Juriſdiction by needleſs prohibitions. 

Thirdly, If we may be ſtill aſſiſted and adorned with your 
Lordſhips and the other Gentlemens love and favour. 

Fourthly, H we may be duly fortified by the deſired coun- 
ſe] and meet aſſiſtance of our aged, learned, and reverend bre- 
thren of the Clergy. 

 Lafily, I we may be daily commended (as the Church-Li- 
turgy hath appointed , and for which paſlages it is ſo unwel- 
come to many, who love Church Lands better than they do 
the beſt Church men or Biſhops, more devoted to prey upon 
them than for them) to the marwellows workzngs of Gode grace, 
by the prayers of all good Chriſtians, which we do not more 
want than paſſionately and humbly defire; That fince we 
(the Biſbops of this Church are again brought to this high 
mountain, and thus transfigured, our faces may fo ſbine in good 
words and works, that your Lordſhips and all this Church of 
England may plorifie our Father which is in heaven ; That we 
may abhor that Solaciſm of (Honor ſublimis & wits def ormis ) 
Lordly Titles and Peaſantly actions. 

And ſince there is no greater ſign of a thankful heart for mer- 
cies, which our ſelves have received, than a charitable ſenſe of 
our Brethrens miſeries ; that in the day of our Exaltation as 
Biſhops, to Eſtates and Honours, we may not forget the deprei- 
ſions and afflictions of others ; Give leave to as many of us as 
are thus compaſſionate to preſent our ſupplication ro your Ho- 
nours (the two Houſes of Parliament) and by your mediation 
to his Majeſty ; A great one indeed it is, and therefore worthy 
of ſo great an addteſs to perſons of large hearts and hands who 


arc 
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are ready to anſwer great deſires, and to effect great deſigns: 

It in the behalf of many of our poor Brethren, the Clergy 
Eng land and IK ales, That there may be ſome effeShual means 
uſed worthy of the Wiſdom, Piety, and Charity of His Majeſty, 
and His Two Houſes of Parliament to relieve the meanneſs, te- 
nuity, and incompetency of their ſcandalous livings, which 
makes many of them as more needing, fo leſs capable of Diſ- 
cipline : Objects a!lo of vf r contempt, de preiling their ſpi- 
rits, ſtarving their ſtudies, diſcouraging them in their duties, 
betrayirg them to ſordidneſs of living, expoſing them to ma- 
ny temptations and laſtly ſubjecting them to all popular ſervi- 
acencies, and dependancies, which are the neſts and 


lities, e onrpl 
breſts, the ſeminaries and nutſeries of all faden. 

There is no way to tedeem them, their MiniStry, and this Re- 
formed Church, trom theſe burthens and chains, that enter in- 
to the very ſouls of many, at hiſt ingenious Scholars , and hope- 
fol Miniſters, but by making ſmall livings (omwhat competent; 
His Myjeity hath ſet a great examplein this kind, commanding 
augmcnta:ions to be allowed out of his own and the Churches 
impropriations. But this bounty cometh ſhort of atleaſt 3000 
leine, which ſtill remain in Excrand and Wares, as 


Flats or ſha!lows in the Sea; upon which, when the neceſſities 
of many young men and hopeful Scholars once drive them, they 
ſeldom ever get off, without ſbipwrack of Morals qr Intelleciu- 
alli; However, it is ſuch a ſtop and hinderance to t e 
of their fiudies,allo to the authority and efficacy of their Mini 
ftry. that they ſeldom or never make a Froſperous voyage, ever 
conflicting with difficulties, and many times conquered by them, 
not only to a meanneſs, but an immorality of living. 

It is a work worthy of His Majeſties greatneſs and your good- 
neſs, to apply (in Gods good time) ſome meet help to this . 
crying Malady, which firſt began by the Popes unhappy aliena- 
tmp of Tythes from the Incumbentsor Rectors, and annexing 5 
them as Imepropriations to Religions Houſes : The Remedies com- s of 
mended by wiſe men, are 3 Firſt, by uniting ſome ſmall Livings "45"! «54 
that are near adjacent : Secondly, by aboliſhing ſome injurions © el nt 
Cuſtoms, where wonted and overawed compoſitions — the 
Incumbent of · the true value of hat is their due : Thirdly, by 
laying ſome Moderate Tax on dwelling Houſes in Market Towns 

and 
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and Cities, or in populous and trading Pariſhes, as 6 d. or gd. 
or 12 d. in the pound, according to the juſt value of their 
rents, ſo as no houſe ſhould be charged, which is rented under 
Forty ſhillings a year, nor any that pates tithes for lands in Ferme 
or in the owners 

- Thele helps may relieve fome, but becauſe the Ma 


reacheth far beyond theſe proportions, — can be to 

ſect ual as (when the Nation ſhall have plenty) the rai- 
ſing of ſome publick ſtock of in — to compleate this 
great and good work, by a publi and Parliamentary bounty, 


or a National charity ; by which bank or — 5 
and improved. a good foundation may | 
in (not of all iations, which is too 
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great a work to be 


to raiſe ſome Tax or 
Pay for Chr: — (his — when fo many Millioms 
have been Soldiers. 

I ſome fach eatie Tax os Subfake, as ſhall ſeem moſt 
tionable in the wiſdom of His Maje$ty, and the two Houſes of 
Parliament, were given to God and the Church for this excel- 
lent end, to be raiſed in four years, and the matter publ ick iy re- 
commended by King, Lords and Commons, beſides the profit of 
the publick Contribution or Levy (in which our ſelves as Biſbops 
— _ — — our abilities) if it were well 

0. i no many private perſons liv 
—— would liberally gi to ſo noble and 2 
Some Noblemen and men would, aſter His Majeſties ex- 
ample, tor ever endow ſmall Livings with ſome ſuch portion out 
of their Impropriations ; eſpecially if they could do it without 
charge, by reaſon ot the Same of Mertmarne, which might, as 
to this intent and uſe, be for a time 

Bur your prery and nid will befi vnderſtand what wa date 
moſt proper to attain ſo great and good ends, as would follow 
this excellent deſigne of ſmall Livings, and ſmall 
Miniſters too; fo much not only to the relief of man 
honeſt and able Miniſters, to make and keep them Tuch, but 


alio to Gods glory, and to the good of peoples Souls, to the ad- 


vamcmem 
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ranccment of Learning , and of the dignity of the Miniſtry 
to His Majeſties honor, to your Lordſbips great renown, and to 
the la5ting peace both of this Church and M ingdonr. 

For we have found by our late experiences (wherein halt a 
dozcu pragmatick, and for the moſt part but poorer Preachers 
in a County, became the greateſt Bontefeus or Incendiaries )) 
That ſe!tled plenty „at leaſt homeft competency binds MiniSters 
moſt to the peace ard good behaviour; That the more the 
Clergy owe their maintenance to the Law, the more obſervant 
they ate to pay their obedience tothe Laws, leſs pragmatick and 
leſs as not ſo much depending on the people; and fo 
Jeſs ſtudiousin any {iniſter way to pleaſe them rather than their 
ſupetiouts. 

That the ſbarp neceſſities and poverty of ſome Miniſters Yor ular + 1 
daily provokes them G they be wen of any quick parts and = and 11. 
unmortified paſſions ) to great inquierudes, hoping by publick 4%, funpt 1. 
commorions to mend their te condition Then they quar- Mi. far * 
rel moſt ſharply with the —— evil Conſtitutions (as they 
call it, )when their own, as to their livelyhood is not very good; 
then they inveigh bitterly againſt innocent Ceremonies, and all 
ſetled Orders of the Church, when their ſubſtance or ſubſi- 
ſtence is moſt unſetled, or too (mall for their minds and neceſſi- 
ties ʒ every thing then is a burthen to them, when they feel 
the galling burthen of poverty; and they eaſily run to Arms 
and Rebellion, mock find that armed man upon them, 
having much to get and little to loſe in any Troubles: The 
— of oyliig or greaſing — their wheels drive heavily, or 

ich a very bs ngrateful noite, and at laſt to take 

fre, yea, and by — arts to — their ſparks with their 
Prayers, and their diſcontents with their Dociriner, and their 
abuſes with their uſes among the common people who like 
tinder or gun. pomder are very prone to kindle againſt their Go- 
vernors ; beleiving no men fo ſit to govern Church and State as 
themſelves and their Minifter; though but a poor Vicar, Curace, 
or whice rn having ſuch narrow minds, as they are not able to 
nd or —_ their t — to the Latitudes of pub- 

bau, Order and Covernment; which are as neceſſary as choſe 
which they ſo much dote upon in their perſons, families, and 
Pariſhes, nor will they learn, but by their own and others _ 
H * 
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Laws, or more prydigall of the publique peace, then thoſe 
Miniſters and people who finde themſelves in ſoort paiture ; and 
therefore venture to breake the ſacted bedge , and civil bounds 
which Gods and Mans Laws have ſet ; eſpecially where they 
think the Fence is loweſt and weakeſt; (as it ſeems to be in Ec- 
cleſiaſticall _— an . not ſeconded with Ex- 
ecutive power ;) Againſt theſe an over ſcrupulous and reſtive 
- ſpirit, or a ſturdie and bay 4 its breft or 
hinder part, hopes to carry all betore it ; that it may by popular 
extravagancie or partiall adherence , advance either its uncaſic 
eſtate, or its (mall reputation to a faction, ſide, and party. 

Let there be fitting provend:y for the oxen which tread out 
the Corn, and then we may juſtly exact labour from them, and 
exerciſe the of juſt diſcipline on their neglect. If once 
the Livings of the Clergy were truly Livings , or convenient 
livelyhoods , we could with more ſeverity look that 
their labont and lives ſhould be exactly good; not that poverty 
i; a diſpenſation to impicty ; but good men are not eaſily found 
to accept of thoſe ſmall and ſcandalous Livings out of which 
thoſe ſorry or ſcandalous Miniſters are cjected, who are not fo 
good and able as we could wiſh, and yet _ — than 
none at all; And the {mall Living may be too good 
for them, yet not good for a better man ; fince the moſt 
learned piety is ſenfible of all humane es, Virtue it ſelf will 
be cold, and Grace it (elf hungry and thirty ; nor can any man of 
reaſon expect to have Religion live like a Camelion in this world. 

Having thus preſented with all due reſpects this one Chriftian 
requeſt to your Honors, in the behalf of oy Jets Mimfiers, 
ea, and of the ſouls of many poor people, nay, in the Name of 
"gar andour Saviour, (whole work the pooreſt Miniſter of the 
pel (if able and honeſt ) doth perform, and ſo for Chriſts 

ſake is worthy of his mager,) and leaving it as a matter of great 
and publick importance to your pious and wiſe conſideration 


in due time, I cannot conclude better than as I (that fo 
I may compleat the circle of our grateful and juſt acknowledg- 
ments) 
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meats) with that eternal generation, praiſe, honour and thanks, 
chic om my (elf, and all my Reverend Brethren the Biſbops, 
and all thc ſober Clergy, are duly and humbly returned; firſt, to 
th molt bleſſed God, whoſe judenrents are nnſearchable, and 
whale terrier are everlaſting : Next, To His moſt Gracoius Ma- 
jeſty, far His munificent and matchleſs goodneſs tothe Biſhops, 


Clergy, and Church of EN HAND: Lifth, To Your moſt No- 
ble Sclvcs the Lords ard Commons of this preſgnt Parliament," 


who have thus taken away the fin, reptoach, and ſcandal ou. 


criledge, Schiſm, and Conſ i ſiun, which were by ſome u | 
men brought upon this ſomerime fofamorts Kingdom, and 115 7 


tiſhing Church of Exc av. | 
For whoſe vindication and comfort, as the Author was not 


wanting in her greateſt agonics and blickeſt afflitions pub- 
lickly ro compaſſionate her ſighs and rears, ſo he thought 
t his duty (upon a publick more than private ſenſe)” ſeriouſly 
to tejoyct and hrartily to congratulate with her in this happy re- 
fauratuon, which he hath oft prayed for, and now lived to ſee; 
becauſe li i perſwaded in his conſcience (if rightly managed 
with picty and charity) that it highly tend: to Gods glory, to 
the honour of our bleſſed Saviour, to the aſſerting of our true 
Religion as Chriſtian ard Reformed, to the eſtabliſhment of 

the publick peace in Church and State; and laſtly, ro that juſt 
—and. in-cniows compenſation of good for long enduredevil, which 
is highly dcſcryed and juſtly ex cted by this Church of Eng- 
land, trom a'] its genuine Children ; not only becauſe it was 
once well rcformed and moſt flouriſhing, but alſo becauſe it 
hath beca (o F and as to man, moſt unjuſtly afflicted 

cn 10 | | 

Fas (ww bout. bt) the pious Intentions, and prudent Con- 
ITT 0 al. the. sche Exgland were ſuch, That nothi 
WAS N05; & mane it; tb make a good Chriſtian perf 
to eee be vor Elting in himſelf, and to the grace 
H oeredto bim in the Mimftery of this Church; Every 
ſoviagsruth being maintained by Her; Nothing added to or di- 
uni from the word of God as faving or neceſſary; Every 
holy Duty, every divine Inſtitution every ſacred Myftery, 
every necellary part of Gods Worſhip , every moral Vertue, 


every Chriſtian Grace, every 


celebrated 


ulcfully-good Work, is either 


The gien 4 
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celebrated, or enjoined, or taught or recommended to every 
Chriſtian, both in private and publique, according to their ſta- 
tion; Nor may any Chriſtian juſtly blame the Church for any 
defect; but rather their own hearts for want of humility , 
devotion and gratitude to God and men: There is holy (ap 
and (weetnels in all its Liturgical appointments, if men were 
not ſurſeited with their own fancies , prejudices and pride; 
All things being ſet forth by the Church without the leaſt 
tinGure of any known Error in Decirinc, or Superſtition in the 
ſubſtance of Religious Duties and Devotion; The outward 
Form alſo, or publique Reverence and Solemnity of Dutics , 
is no other than what (without queſtion) is left by God to the 
Liberty, Prudence and Authority of every Church and Chriſtian 
Politie as moſt conſonant, Firſt, To the Civility and Cuſtome 
of the Nation: Secondly, To that outward Venctation which 
is accordingly due to the Divine Majeſty : Thirdly, To the 
publick Solemnity and Decency of holy Duties in the Church 
Fonrthly, To the ancient Ute and Cuſtome of the primitive 
and beſt Churches: Fh, No where forbidden by God: 
word, or by any rule of right Reaſon : Saxthly, But choſen, 
uſed and impoſed by this Church, wit hin its own Precintis and 
Politie only, under no othcr Notion, than that which i lawful 
and true. 1. In the nature of things circumſtantial , as fill 
neceſſary in their general adherency to all outward Aci ions of 
need : 2%. Yet as free and indiftcrent ill in their nature, al- 
though caſt by authority in to mect Kegalations, as inſtances 
of our outward obedience in them to man for the Lords ſake , 
while they continue fo appointed: 30% Lawful inthe divine 
Permiſiion , Commiſſion , and clear Approbation of the Churches 
Liberty and Authority in ſuch things for publique order and 
decency. 4 In the neceſſity of ſuch vilible Ocder, Doccu- 
cy and Unitormity, fixcd by Supreme Wiſdom and Authority, 
as moſt conducing to the Churches outward peacc ; toavud 
Faction, Schiſms, Sedition, Fury, Confuſion, fires that caſily 
kindle from ſmall (parks,it left ro vulgar ſpirits. 3 . And laſt- 
ly, all this pious and prudent Folitie of the Church of Envlend, 
— by ſuch apr Overſeers, and roper Gorvernonrs, as this 
and all ancient Churches ever uſed from the Apoſtles daics - 
under the Titles of Biſhops, Preſidents and Fathers ; who arc 

(acc xd - 
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(according to our Law) choſen by the C 
Chareb', confirmed by the King, as Su 
abled by Learning, Matured by Experieme, Een by 
Grace, Conſecrated b y Prayer, Db iligence, Aſliſted 
by their Brethren of "hs Clergy, Ned be. ſetled Laws 
and Canons, to do their duty; ſo as God, their Conſciences , 
and all good men require of them in orderto thoſe great and 
eternal ends of ſaving their own aud others ſouls ; beſides the 
temporary gs of the Churches unity and „as in Faith 
and Love, ſo in Orderlineſs and Decency , withour which all 
Religion runs to Irrewerence, Faclion and Confuſion. i 
The angry, eager, and obitinate Querrels (then) which ſome Ai ut 47d 
waſpiſh men have long maintained, and ſtill do, againſt ſome place 4 255 
alle words and Phraſes in the Liturgy, or a inſt fome lietle fer of th tf 
Rites, and innocent, yer few, Ceremonies , uſed bythe Church f e 
ot Eneland, are, I fear, much michedeſerved by, anddue to, 
their own diftempered hearts; and ſhoald in all juſtice now be 
turned againſt the factious. proud and pertinacions humours and 
opinions of thoſe men, who had rather quite ruine ſuchan An- 
cient, Famous, Reformed, and ſometime Flouriſhing Church, 
than rightly underſtand Her words and meaning, or give Her 
leave to interpret them; or than deny themſelves in thoſe pet- 
ty Points of Reputation, Opinion and Prejudice , to which 
they may be popularly advanced, as beyond a conveni- 
ent retreat, ſo beyond that humility, diſcretion , meekneſe, 
peaccableneſs, modeſty and charity, which beſt becom 
thoſe Presbyters and ©, who are afraid to conteſt with 
their Princes, their Biſhops, and their Countries united Wiſ- 
dom and Authority, leſt they be found fighters againſtthe God of 
order and peace ; "who ought not to take courage from the Kings 
ace , or turn his — into wantonneſs: Nor have 
they any cauſe to be angry that the — not thought wiſer than 
this whole Church and — auſe they are not made 
Difiators to all Convorations, — and Kings : Nor 
ſhould they be fo aſhamed to come ar laſt from fighting and 
domineerin; , to petitioning and deprecating ; or from ſinning 
againſt God and man, to return to their duty , torepent and te- 
cant the evils , the errots and exceſſes of their ways; which 


God hath wonderfully convinced and confuted by his former 
bleſſi ing 


ear + 


